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Intolerance in Souety IS Detrimental to Our Sense of Communlty
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Along with fam-

ilies, tolerance in

society is decreas-
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ing, while anger is
on the rise. What is more concerning is
that this growing intolerance and aggres-
sion are not limited to individuals but
have also seeped into organizations and
governments.

Anti-social elements are engaging in
such heinous acts daily that the common
person feels helpless and fearful. Dis-
turbing incidents like a husband marry-
ing his lover after murdering his wife or
a wife killing her husband and locking
his body in a drum are deeply inhumane
and erode the fabric of our brotherhood.
These acts reflect the animalistic tenden-
cies that seem to be growing in humans,
leaving society in shock despite knowing
that the law’s reach is extensive. Such in-
cidents not only destroy families but also
ruin the future of children, making them
highly detrimental to society.

The growing intolerance and increas-
ing aggression in individuals often mani-
fest in social media, where trivial matters
are sensationalized. Some people delib-
erately exploit such disputes by turning
them into caste-based issues for the sake

Thankful-

ly, there are still responsible journalists

of views and engagement.

who ensure that incidents are reported
in a way that does not divide society and
maintains communal harmony. Howev-
er, this is not always the case. Recently, a
minor dispute regarding water drainage
at just two or three houses in Chandbhan
village, Faridkot, was given a casteist an-
gle on social media, creating unnecessary
tensions.

In an attempt to establish dominance
on social media, a toxic atmosphere was
created, as if a community that had co-
existed peacefully for 78 years was de-
stroyed within minutes. Pressure groups,
originally formed to advocate for the un-
derprivileged, have now become politi-
cally motivated. Instead of uplifting mar-
ginalized sections of society, these groups

are now being misused to fulfill personal
political ambitions, further dividing com-
munities.

Similarly, every religion preaches love,
compassion, and harmony. However,
ironically, the greatest intolerance is often
found among the followers of religions.
Social media exacerbates these religious
tensions by presenting incidents in a way
that fuels discord between communities.
Ideally, a government should be neu-
tral and serve all religious groups equal-
ly. However, when the government starts
displaying favoritism towards one partic-
ular religion, it naturally alienates people
of other faiths, deepening the divide in
society.

A recent incident in Patiala, where a
scuftle occurred between an army officer
and a Punjab police officer, has become
a prime example of social media’s role in
exacerbating conflicts. What started as a
personal dispute between two individ-
uals was soon portrayed as a clash be-
tween the police and the army. The army
is one of the most respected institutions
in our country, yet this incident unnec-
essarily pitted two law enforcement forc-
es against each other. If we examine the
situation carefully, neither the police offi-
cer nor the army officer was in uniform
during the altercation. One might won-
der: would the incident have occurred
if the army officer had been in uniform?
Most likely not, because everyone recog-
nizes the authority and rank of a Colonel.

Social media plays a significant role in
shaping public perception. Following this
incident, reporters thrust microphones in
front of anyone willing to speak. The very
next day, an army jawan in uniform was
seen questioning the Punjab Police, in-
stead of condemning the scuftle itself. He
went so far as to compare police encoun-
ters with military encounters, an analogy
that is both unfair and misleading. The
Punjab Police found themselves at the re-
ceiving end of criticism from all sides—
if they did not respond to threats, they
risked their lives; if they did respond,

they faced accusations of fake encounters
and legal repercussions.

A Punjab Police officer once remarked
that if the army eliminates terrorists in
an encounter, they receive medals, but if
the police do the same, they face inqui-
ries and possible life imprisonment at the
age of 75 or 80. Meanwhile, many frus-
trated Punjab Police personnel, disillu-
sioned with the system, began speaking
against their own department. Their an-
ger stemmed not from the incident itself
but from the inefficiency and misman-
agement within the force.

Issues of power and privacy further
complicate such incidents. For exam-
ple, social media buzzed with claims that
the Colonel’s wife allegedly manipulat-
ed the situation to establish dominance
rather than seeking justice for her broth-
er, who was killed by gangsters. Reports
suggest that the government compensat-
ed her with %20 lakh. The question aris-
es: if money was not a reason for her res-
ignation earlier, why is it now? If justice
was truly her primary concern, would fi-
nancial compensation have changed her
stance?

When such incidents occur, people of-
ten lament that those responsible do not
even apologize for their actions. Ironical-
ly, even when police officers involved in
altercations apologize over the phone, in-
stead of extending sympathy, their apolo-
gies are used as evidence against them. If
someone genuinely regrets their mistake,
should they not be forgiven?

The gravity of these issues cannot be
overlooked. Yet, instead of addressing
them with seriousness, some individu-
als treat them as a joke. In one instance,
a lawyer laughingly suggested in an inter-
view that the police officers involved were
facing divine retribution for past encoun-
ters. Despite being the legal representa-
tive in the case, his comments reflected
personal animosity rather than profes-
sional objectivity. Similarly, when he de-
scribed the court proceedings, he laughed
while recounting how the judge also

Unborn child entitled to compensation
under Motor Vehicles Act: ngh Court
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A child in the

mother’s womb at
the time of his fa-

ther’s death in an
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accident will be entitled to compensa-
tion under the Motor Vehicles (MV) Act,
the Punjab and Haryana High Court has
ruled.

“Though the child was in the mother’s
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womb on the day of the accident, he will

be entitled to compensation under the
MV Act,”
while doubling the compensation from
Rs 8.84 lakh initially awarded by the Mo-
tor Accidents Claims Tribunal.

Justice Suvir Sehgal asserted,

The ruling came in a case where
Rakesh Kumar, riding a motorcycle, lost
his life after being hit by a tractor. The ac-
cident occurred on October 1, 2015, and
an FIR was registered the following day
at Pundri police station for causing death
by negligence and another offence under
Sections 279 and 304-A of the IPC.

Justice Sehgal observed that Rakesh

https://equalityandjusticepatiala.wordpress.com/

laughed after read-
ing the FIR. This
lack of seriousness
towards pressing
societal issues is
highly problemat-
ic.
We
knowledge

must ac-
that
while the alterca-
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tion in Patiala was
both
sides played a role. The police may have

unfortunate,

used excessive force, but they were also
provoked. However, regardless of the cir-
cumstances, such incidents should never
occur. The Punjab Police must introspect
and reform so that in times of crisis, the
public stands with them rather than
against them.

In conclusion, our actions must align
with our words. Every religion teach-
es patience and tolerance, yet we fail to
practice these virtues in our daily lives.
We only reflect after incidents have al-
ready taken place. It is imperative to re-
member that while we work hard for our
families, one moment of recklessness can
destroy not only our lives but also the
lives of our loved ones.

The intellectuals and responsible or-
ganizations of society must engage in
meaningful dialogue to foster mutual
love and respect while ensuring that the
dignity of every individual is preserved.
Harsh punishments alone do not solve
problems; rather, they often deepen soci-
etal divisions. More than anything, every
individual—especially those in positions
of power—must cultivate tolerance and
restraint to ensure a peaceful and harmo-
nious society.

Dr. Sandeep Ghand

Life Coach

Retired Officer, Government of
India

Maur-Mansa

9815139576

Kumar’s wife was pregnant at the time
of the accident. She gave birth to a male
child on November 18, 2015, nearly two
months after the accident. The court held
that the child, despite being unborn at
the time, was entitled to compensation.

Allowing the appeal for enhanced
compensation, the court awarded an ad-
ditional amount of Rs 9.29 lakh to the ap-
pellants-family, payable with an interest
rate of 7.5% per annum from the date of
filing of the claim petition. The appeals
were accordingly disposed of.
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