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The 134th birth anniversary of Dr. Babasa-
heb Ambedkar is being celebrated across the
globe with fervor and gaiety, reflecting the deep
respect and admiration he continues to inspire.
Such celebrations have become a ritual since the
time he rose to prominence as a popular leader
among his people and in the country. Seminars,
debates, and discussions are held on this day and
speeches on Dr. Ambedkar’s life and mission are
delivered with glowing tributes paid to him year
after year. Alas! The mission of his life - to estab-
lish an egalitarian social order and uplift the un-
fortunate marginalized and oppressed remains a
distant dream. This is because most of his follow-
ers have been performing rituals rather than truly
emulating him or following his message and phi-
losophy in letter and spirit. His self-speaking
messages, thoughts and ideas offering profound
food for thought and a call to action for his fol-
lowers. Here is a glimpse of some of his messag-
es and thoughts to reflect upon, absorb and act
upon for all Ambedkarites.

* Personally, I do not like the celebration of
my birthday. I am too much of a democrat to rel-
1sh man-worship which I regard as perversion of
democracy. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2, p.81)

* You have been celebrating my birthday for
some many years past. I have never attended
them. I have always been opposed to them. You
have celebrated my golden jubilee now; let that
be enough. I do not want celebrations of my
birthday any more. Over-regard for leaders saps
self-confidence of the masses, leaves them help-
less when left leaderless in hour of trial or when
led by unscrupulous leaders. Your salvation must
lie in your own hands through your own efforts.
(BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, pp. 236, 237)

* You must abolish your slavery yourself. Do
not depend for its abolition upon God or Super-
man. Your salvation lies in political power and
not in making pilgrimages and observance of
fasts. Devotion to scriptures would not free you
from your bondage, want and poverty. Your reli-
gious fasts, austerities and penances have not
saved you from starvation. It is, therefore, your

duty to divert your attention from fasts, worship

and penances and apply it to capturing law-mak-
ing power. (BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, p. 89)

* It 1s very necessary that the political reins
should come in the hands of our people. For that,
all of us should unite and secure a political status.
Untouchability in India will not be eradicated so
long as the Untouchables do not control the polit-
ical strings. (BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, p. 79)

* No body can remove your grievances as well
as you can and you cannot remove them unless
you get political power in your own hands.
(BAWS, Vol.17,
Pt.3, p. 49)

* You must abol-
ish your slavery
yourselves. It is dis-
graceful to live at
the cost of one’s
self-respect. Self-re-
spect 1s most vital
factor in life. With-
out it man 1S a mere
cipher. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P.10)

* You are made to suffer wants, privations and
humiliations not because it was pre-ordained by
the sins committed in your previous birth, but be-
cause of the overpowering tyranny and treachery
of those who are above you. You have no lands
because others have usurped them: you have no
posts because others have monopolized them. Do
not believe in fate. Believe in your strength.
(BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P.86)

* Indians today are governed by two different
ideologies. Their political ideal set out in the Pre-
amble to the Constitution affirms a life of liberty,
equality, and fraternity. Their social ideal embod-
ied in their religion denies them. (BAWS, Vol.
17. Pt. 3. P.503)

* Political democracy cannot succeed where
there is no social and economic democracy. So-
cial and Economic democracy are the tissues and
fiber of a political democracy; the tougher the tis-
sue and the fiber, the greater the strength of the
body. (BAWS, Vol.10, P.108)

* To leave inequality between class and class,

between sex and sex which is the soul of the Hin-

The real celebration of Babasaheb’s Birthday is to
follow his message in letter and spirit

du Society untouched and to go on passing legis-
lation relating to economic problems is to make a
farce of our Constitution and to build a palace on
a dung heap. (BAWS, Vol. 14, P.1327)

* Our aim and aspiration are to be a governing
community. Let all of you bear that in mind and
let all of you write it on the walls of your houses
so that every day you should remember that the
aspirations which we cherish and the cause which
we are having is not a cause of a petty character.

It is the biggest cause that we ever cherished in

our hearts. (BAWS,
Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P.
332)

* Neither man-
hood nor Godhood
can be obtained
without going

through the ordeal of
fire. Fire purifies,
fire strengthens, so
does struggle and
suffering. No down-trodden man can achieve
greatness unless he i1s prepared for struggle and
suffering. He must be ready to sacrifice the com-
forts and even the necessities of the present for
building up his future. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P.
84)

* Be self-illuminating like the Sun. Do not be
dependent for the light like the earth. Believe in
yourself, don’t be dependent on others. Be your
own guide. Take refuge in your own reason. Do
not listen to the advice of others. (BAWS, Vol.
17, Pt.3 P.147)

* Religion in the sense of morality must re-
main the governing principle in every society. It
must be in accord with science. In other words,
religion if it is to function must be in accord with
reason which is merely another name for science.
It is not enough for religion to consist of a moral
code, but its moral code must recognize the fun-
damental tenets of liberty, equality, and fraternity
or else it will be doomed. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2,
P. 104)

* The existence of Caste System is a standing

denial of the existence of ideals of society like
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the community of purpose, desire for welfare,
loyalty to public ends, mutuality of sympathy and
co-operation and therefore of democracy.
(BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt.3, P. 520)

* Effect of caste on ethics of the Hindus 1s sim-
ply deplorable. Caste has killed the public spirit
and destroyed the sense of public charity. A Hin-
du’s public i1s his Caste. His virtue has become
caste-ridden and morality caste-bound. (BAWS,
Vol.1, P.57)

* The wrong lies with the religion of the Hin-
dus which has inculcated the notion of caste in
them. Therefore, the enemy to be grappled with
1s the Shastras which teach them the religion of
Caste. (BAWS, Vol.1, P. 68, 69)

* T am so much involved in the destiny of my
people that I have lost my personal identity and
independence, and would not be free until I have
solved their problem. (Keer, P. 240)

* If T fail to do away with the abominable
thralldom and inhuman injustice under which the
class, into which I was born, has been groaning, I
will put an end to my life with a bullet. (Keer, p.
525)

* Man 1s mortal. Everyone is to die some day
or the other. But one must resolve to lay down
one’s life in enriching the noble ideals of self-re-
spect and bettering human life. (BAWS, Vol. 17,
Pt. 3, P.11)

* My message is struggle and more struggle,
sacrifice, and more sacrifice. It is struggle and
struggle alone without counting the sacrifices or
sufferings that will bring your emancipation.
Nothing else will. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P. 84)

This 1s just a drop from the ocean of Baba-
saheb’s writings and speeches containing his vi-
sion, philosophy, and mission. The call of the day
is to imbibe the wisdom and ideals of Babasaheb
and follow them in letter and spirit as a true trib-
ute to him and to mark the celebration of his
birthday in the real sense of the term. To me,
there can be no grater homage to this great son of

India and one of the finest minds the world has

ever known.
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