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The 134th birth anniversary of Dr. Babasa-
heb Ambedkar 1s being celebrated across the
globe with fervor and gaiety, reflecting the
deep respect and admiration he continues to
inspire. Such celebrations have become a ritu-
al since the time he rose to prominence as a
popular leader among his people and in the
country. Seminars, debates, and discussions
are held on this day and speeches on Dr.
Ambedkar’s life and mission are delivered
with glowing tributes paid to him year after
year. Alas! The mission of his life - to estab-
lish an egalitarian social order and uplift the
unfortunate marginalized and oppressed re-
mains a distant dream. This is because most
of his followers have been performing rituals
rather than truly emulating him or following
his message and philosophy in letter and spir-
it. His self-speaking messages, thoughts and
ideas offering profound food for thought and
a call to action for his followers. Here is a
glimpse of some of his messages and
thoughts to reflect upon, absorb and act upon
for all Indians, particularly the Ambedkarites.

* Personally, I do not like the celebration
of my birthday. I am too much of a democrat

to relish man-worship which I regard as per-
version of democracy. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2,
p.81)

* You have been celebrating my birthday
for some many years past. I have never at-
tended them. I have always been opposed to
them. You have celebrated my golden jubilee
now; let that be enough. I do not want cele-
brations of my birthday any more. Over-re-
gard for leaders saps self-confidence of the
masses, leaves them helpless when left lead-
erless 1n hour of trial or when led by unscru-
pulous leaders. Your salvation must lie in
your own hands through your own efforts.
(BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, pp. 236, 237)

* Using superlatives about my work and
qualities means you are deifying a common
man like you. These ideas of hero-worship
will bring ruin on you if you do not nip them
in the bud. By deifying an individual, you re-
pose faith for your safety and salvation in one
single individual with the result that you get
into the habit of dependence and grow indif-
ferent to your duty. If you fall a victim to
these ideas, your fate will be no better than
logs of wood in the national stream of life.
Your struggle will come to naught. Do not
deify me. (BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, p. 88)

* You must abolish your slavery yourself.
Do not depend for its abolition upon God or
Superman. Your salvation lies in political
power and not in making pilgrimages and ob-

servance of fasts. Devotion to scriptures
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would not free you from your bondage, want
and poverty. Your religious fasts, austerities
and penances have not saved you from starva-
tion. It 1s, therefore, your duty to divert your
attention from fasts, worship and penances
and apply it to capturing law-making power.
(BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, p. 89)

* Many people in the world had fallen low
by the force of the circumstances. But having
fallen they were free to rise. The Depressed
Classes in India, on the other hand formed a
solitary case of a people who had remained
fallen because their rise was opposed to the
religious  no-
tions of the ma-
jority of their
countrymen. @
(BAWS, Vol. 2,
P. 445)

* It 1s very
necessary that
the political
should

come in the hands of our people. For that, all

reins

of us should unite and secure a political sta-
tus. Untouchability in India will not be eradi-
cated so long as the Untouchables do not con-
trol the political strings. (BAWS, Vol.17,
Pt.3, p. 79)

* No body can remove your grievances as
well as you can and you cannot remove them
unless you get political power in your own
hands. (BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, p. 49)

* The political power cannot be a panacea
for the ills of the Depressed Classes. Their
salvation lies in their social elevation. They
must be educated. Mere knowledge of the
three” Rs” will be quite insufficient for the
great heights that many of them must reach in
order that the whole community may along
with them rise in the general estimation.
There is great necessity to disturb their pa-
thetic contentment and instill into them that
divine discontent which 1s the spring of all
self-elevation. And last but by no means the
least in importance is the necessity to encour-
age and energize the Depressed Classes so
that they will shed all their fears and begin to
exercise their rights of humanity in common
with the rest. (BAWS, Vol.17, Pt.3, p. 58) 2

* You must abolish your slavery your-
selves. It 1s disgraceful to live at the cost of
one’s self-respect. Self-respect is most vital
factor in life. Without it man 1s a mere cipher.
(BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P.10)

* You are made to suffer wants, privations
and humiliations not because it was pre-or-
dained by the sins committed in your previ-

ous birth, but because of the overpowering

tyranny and treachery of those who are above
you. You have no lands because others have
usurped them: you have no posts because oth-
ers have monopolized them. Do not believe in
fate. Believe in your strength. (BAWS, Vol.
17, Pt. 3, P.86)

* Indians today are governed by two differ-
ent 1deologies. Their political ideal set out in
the Preamble to the Constitution affirms a life
of liberty, equality, and fraternity. Their so-
cial ideal embodied in their religion denies
them. (BAWS, Vol. 17. Pt. 3. P.503)

* Democracy 1s a form and a method of
Government
whereby revo-
. lutionary
g% changes in the
¥ economic and
social life of the
people are
brought about
without blood-

shed. (BAWS,

Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P. 475)

* Political democracy cannot succeed

where there is no social and economic de-
mocracy. Social and Economic democracy
are the tissues and fiber of a political democ-
racy; the tougher the tissue and the fiber, the
greater the strength of the body. (BAWS,
Vol.10, P.108)

* There must be no tyranny of the majority
over the minority in the name of democracy.
If the minorities are deprived of the chance of
ventilating their grievances, they nurture con-
tempt for the parliamentary people and devel-
op a revolutionary spirit something unconsti-
tutional. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P. 482, 483)

* To leave inequality between class and
class, between sex and sex which is the soul
of the Hindu Society untouched and to go on
passing legislation relating to economic prob-
lems is to make a farce of our Constitution
and to build a palace on a dung heap.
(BAWS, Vol. 14, P.1327)

* Our aim and aspiration are to be a gov-
erning community. Let all of you bear that in
mind and let all of you write it on the walls of
your houses so that every day you should re-
member that the aspirations which we cherish
and the cause which we are having is not a
cause of a petty character. It 1s the biggest
cause that we ever cherished in our hearts.
(BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 3, P. 332)

* Neither manhood nor Godhood can be
obtained without going through the ordeal of
fire. Fire purifies, fire strengthens, so does
struggle and suffering. No down-trodden man

can achieve greatness unless he is prepared
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for struggle and suffering. He must be ready
to sacrifice the comforts and even the necessi-
ties of the present for building up his future.
(BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P. 84)

* Be self-illuminating like the Sun. Do not
be dependent for the light like the earth. Be-
lieve in yourself, do not be dependent on oth-
ers. Be your own guide. Take refuge in your
own reason. Do not listen to the advice of
others. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt.3 P.147)

* Religion in the sense of morality must re-
main the governing principle in every society.
It must be in accord with science. In other
words, religion if it is to function must be in
accord with reason which 1s merely another
name for science. It 1s not enough for religion
to consist of a moral code, but its moral code
must recognize the fundamental tenets of lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity or else it will be
doomed. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P. 104)

* Hinduism is not interested in common
man and Society as a whole. The center of its
interest lies 1n a class and its philosophy 1s
concerned 1n sustaining and supporting the
rights of that class. That 1s why in philosophy
of Hinduism the interests of the common man
as well as of society are denied, suppressed,
and sacrificed to the interests of the class of
supermen (Brahmins). Hinduism 1s inimical
to equality, antagonistic to liberty and op-
posed to fraternity. (BAWS, Vol.3, p. 66,77)
3

* The existence of Caste System 1s a stand-
ing denial of the existence of ideals of society
like the community of purpose, desire for
welfare, loyalty to public ends, mutuality of
sympathy and co-operation and therefore of
democracy. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt.3, P. 520)

* Caste has killed the public spirit and de-
stroyed the sense of public charity. A Hindu’s
public 1s his Caste. His virtue has become
caste-ridden and morality caste-bound. So
long as caste remains, Hindu will remain
weak, meek, timid, and coward. (BAWS,
Vol.1, pp. 55, 57)

* The wrong lies with the religion of the
Hindus which has inculcated the notion of
caste in them. Therefore, the enemy to be
grappled with i1s the Shastras which teach
them the religion of Caste. (BAWS, Vol.1, P.
68, 69)

* The sacred books of Hindus are political
in motive, partisan in composition and fraud-
ulent 1n their purpose. (BAWS, Vol.7, p. 14)

* The old must cease to be operative before
the new can begin to enliven and to pulsate.
This 1s what I meant when I said you must
discard the authority of the Shastras and de-
stroy the religion of the Shastras. (BAWS,
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Vol.1, P. 78)

* Rights, far from being immutable, are
historical accidents and are therefore liable to
adjustment from time to time. All political
and social progress is based on the maxim
that wrong cannot have a legal descent and
that what is not rightly settled is never settled.
(BAWS. Vol. 2, P. 371)

* There 1s no code of laws more infamous
regarding social rights than the Laws of
Manu. Any instance from anywhere of social
injustice must pale before it. (BAWS, Vol.l,
P. 63)

* All Hindus should be considered as of
one Varna and should be recognized and
called as such and law should be enacted pro-
hibiting the use of class words as Brahmin,
Kshatriya etc. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 1, P. 24-
25)

* The Hindu life has been a life of continuous
defeat and what appears to him to be life everlast-
ing 1s not living everlastingly but is really a life
which 1s perishing everlastingly. (BAWS, Vol.1,
P.66)

* 1 consider the country greater than any indi-
vidual howsoever great he might be. One can be a
great nationalist without being a Congressman and
[ am a greater nationalist than any Congress lead-
er. (BAWS. Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P. 249)

* Not only was Indian woman denied the right
to realize her spiritual potentiality she was de-
clared to be barren of any spiritual potentiality by
the Brahmins. This 1s an unparalleled cruel deal
with women. (BAWS, Vol. 17 Pt.2, P. 119)

* The Hindu view of the women was both an in-

sult and an injury to the women of India. It was an

injury because without any justification she was
denied the right to acquire knowledge which is the
birthright of every human being. It was an insult
because after denying her opportunity to acquire
knowledge she was declared to be as unclean as
untruth for want of knowledge and therefore not to
be allowed to take Sanyas which was regarded as a
path to reach Brahma. (BAWS, Vol. 17 Pt.2, P.
119)

* Never has society been guilty of prohibiting
the mass of its people from acquiring knowledge
and closing to the generality of its people the study
of the books of its religion. Thus, Hinduism far
from encouraging spread of knowledge 1s a gospel
of darkness. (BAWS, Vol. 3, P. 44)

* According to Brihaspati the authors of the
three Vedas were buffoons, knaves, and demons.
(BAWS, Vol. 4, P. 38)

*The so-called Sacred Literature of Hinds is al-
most entirely the creation of the Brahmins created
with the object to sustain their superiority and
privileges as against the non-Brahmins. (BAWS,
Vol. 7, P. 16)

* In the changing society, there must be a con-
stant revolution of old values and the Hindus must
realize that if there must be standards to measure
the acts of men there must also be a readiness to
revise them. (BAWS, Vol. 1, P. 80) 4

* Hindu Priest practices the shame of being a
middleman between the unseen powers and the
helpless man and makes a living by 1t. Hereditary
Hindu priest 1s a clog on the wheel of our civiliza-
tion. Be 1t an occasion of joy like wedding or sor-
row like death, it 1s equally availed of by the
priests, many of whom pray to be able to prey on

their victims. This parasite living upon and eating

into the vitals of Society can no longer be permit-
ted to function without check or control. (BAWS,
Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P. 3)

* One of the besetting sins of the Depressed
Classes 1s their poverty. Nine-tenths of their pover-
ty 1s owing to Untouchability. Almost all the avo-
cations of life have been closed to them. (Vol. 17,
Pt. 2, P. 409)

* T reject the Hindu Social Philosophy pro-
pounded in the Bhagwat Geeta based as it is, on
the Triguna theory of the Sankhya philosophy
which had made the caste system and the system
of graded inequality the law of Hindu Social life.
(All India Radio broadcast of speech on October 3,
1954, BAWS, Vol. 17. Pt. 3. P.503)

* Man 1s mortal. Everyone is to die some day or
the other. But one must resolve to lay down one’s
life 1 enriching the noble ideals of self-respect
and bettering human life. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 3,
P.11)

* “Now or never” is the question before Sched-
uled Castes. I feel that their victory is near and all
that I want from them is unity. (BAWS, Vol. 17,
Pt. 3, P. 309)

* We will defend our land. Do not be under the
false impression that Pakistan would be able to
spread its Muslim Empire over India. The Hindus
will make 1t lick the dust. I confess I have my
quarrel with the Caste Hindus over some points
but I take a vow before you that I shall lay down
my life in defense of our land.” (BAWS, Vol.17,
Pt. 3, p.233)

* T am a devotee of Gautam Buddha, Kabir, Ma-
hatma Phule and worshipper of learning, self-re-
spect, and character. My self-respect is so burning
that I consider even ‘God’ inferior to me. (BAWS,

Vol. 17. Pt. 3. P. 505, Dr. Shahare and Dr. Nalini
Anil, p. 512)

* As a student, in English, I completed in two
years and three months the course that normally
takes eight years. For which I had to put in up to
twenty one out of twenty-four hours a day. (Strug-
gles and messages, Dr. Shahare and Dr. Nalini
Anil, p. 85)

* T am so much involved in the destiny of my
people that I have lost my personal identity and in-
dependence, and would not be free until I have
solved their problem. (Keer, P. 240)

*If I fail to do away with the abominable thrall-
dom and inhuman injustice under which the class,
into which I was born, has been groaning, I will
put an end to my life with a bullet. (Keer, p. 525)

* My message is struggle and more struggle,
sacrifice, and more sacrifice. It is struggle and
struggle alone without counting the sacrifices or
sufferings that will bring your emancipation. Noth-
ing else will. (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt. 2, P. 84)

* My final word of advice to you is: educate,
agitate, and organize, have faith in yourselves and
never lose hope. I shall always be with you as I
know you will be with me.” (BAWS, Vol. 17, Pt.
3, P.275-276)

This 1s just a tip of the iceberg of Babasaheb’s
writings and speeches containing his vision, phi-
losophy, and mission. The call of the day is to im-
bibe the wisdom and 1deals of Babasaheb and fol-
low them in letter and spirit as a true tribute to him
and to mark the celebration of his birthday in the
real sense of the term. To me, there can be no grat-
er homage to this great son of India and one of the

finest minds the world has ever known.
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