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Human Rights Founder Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji was the ninth Guru of the
Sikh religion founded by Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, who condemned casteism as a
social and cultural practice, and there-
fore, opposed it in his teachings. Sikh-
ism systematically promoted social
and religious egalitarianism through
institutions such as langar, sangat, and
pangat that attacked un touchability,
which was one of the central features
of the Brahminical worldview of social
hierarchy.

Therefore, Kashmiri Brahmins were
ideological opponents of Guru Tegh
Bahadur. In his decision to protect the
religious rights of Brahmins, the Guru
was protecting the rights of his ideo-
logical opponents. This protection of
his ideological opponents ultimately
led to his death.

There are many examples in hu-
man history of people giving their
lives for their community or nation or
ideology. The moral-spiritual heights
reached by such people by giving their
lives for a truly great moral defense in
rising above their own selfishness is
unique in human history. Therefore,
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji can be consid-
ered one of the founders of the univer-
sal concept of human rights

Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621-75)
is one of the leading pioneers of the
holds a

unique place in the global human

non-Western world who

rights movement. Among the events
of India’s medieval history, the mar-
tyrdom of the ninth Guru, Guru Tegh
Bahadur, by his three companions
Bhai Mati Das, Bhai Sati Das and Bhai
Dayal Das in November 1675 at the
Chandni Chowk in Delhi is highly re-
spected, while these martyrdoms can
be said to be a protest against the op-
pressive power of the Mughal Empire
and the beginning of the human rights
movement on a global scale.

Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji (1 April
1621 — 24 November 1675) is honored
as the “Chador of India” because he
made a great sacrifice for the protec-
tion of religion. With the sacrifice of
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, the oppressed
common people of India became
ready to confront the rulers and make
sacrifices.

“Equality and Justice”

WhatsApp No. 91-94636-01616

The martyrdom of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji -
Beginning of the human rights movement

The martyrdom of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur J1
for the whole humanity.

Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji was born
on 1 April 1621 (1621) in Amritsar,
Punjab (during the Mughal Empire).
His childhood name was Tyag Mall.
Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji was his fa-
ther and Mata Nanaki Ji was his moth-
er. He was married to Mata Gujri Ji,
daughter of Bhai Lal Chand, in 1634.
He was blessed with a son 32 years af-
ter the marriage. After having a son,
he met his son Gobind Rai for the first
time 5 years later at the Guru Ke Bagh
Asthan. ' |

Guru
Tegh Baha-
dur Sahib Ji
was a man
of humili-
ty, a hum-
ble  mind
and a high
opinion.
According to history, when Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib Ji sat in front of his fa-
ther, he would lower his eyes. Once,
the congregation sitting in the court
asked Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji wheth-
er Guru Ji always sits with his eyes
lowered in front of his beloved. Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji replied, “One
who knows all the faults within, does
not raise his eyes in front of him.”

There are two competing approach-
es to human rights - an instrumen-
talist approach and an intrinsic value
approach. This instrumentalist per-
spective sees human rights as a means
to achieve some pre-determined polit-
ical goals and gives rise to sectarian-
ism in dealing with the protection of
human rights.

The martyrdom of Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur Ji gives strength to the intrinsic
value and, consequently, the univer-
sal concept of human rights. It is im-
portant to consider the circumstanc-
es that led to the Guru Ji’'s momentous
decision to sacrifice his life. Kashmiri
Brahmins who were being persecut-
ed by the Mughal Emperor of the time
came to the Guru Ji for help. They
came with the hope that the Guruy,
who was a spiritual leader of great
prestige, would intercede for them
with the Mughal Emperor. We can
imagine that the decision to seek the
Guru Ji's support must have been a dif-

ficult one for the Kashmiri Brahmins.

Therefore, Kashmiri Brahmins were
ideological opponents of Guru Tegh
Bahadur. In his decision to protect the
religious rights of Brahmins, the Guru
was protecting the rights of his ideo-
logical opponents. This protection of
his ideological opponents ultimately
led to his death.

[f his Bani recorded in Guru Granth
Sahib is recorded in 15 ragas which
Asa
Devgand-
har Sorathi
Dhanasri
Todi  Til-
ang Bilaw-
al Ramkali
Maru Bas-

are as follows:-Bihagra, Gauri,

ant Basant
Hidol Sa-
rang  Jai-
jaywanti etc. Ragas are special. You
recited the entire Bani by addressing
the mind. Guru Sahib Ji says, “Awake,
wake up, wake up, wake up, sleep,
you are unaware.” (Tilang M 9) Guru
Granth Sahib Ji blessed the Sikh reli-
gion with the instrument of Saj Mi-
dang.

Guru Ji was a saint from his child-
hood, with a steadfast mind, a seri-
ous and fearless nature. Guru Ji would
sit immersed in Samadhi for many
hours. After Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji’s
death, he came to the village of Baka-
la and continued to meditate there for
20 years sitting in a cave. After Baba
Bakala, he reached Kiratpur and then
purchased land from the king of Kah-
lur and established the city of Anand-
pur Sahib. Then, Guru Gobind Singh
Ji founded the Khalsa Panth at that
place.

Guru Ji was ready to be martyred.
This great sacrifice took place in No-
vember 1675 (1675). Today, Gurdwara
Sheesh Ganj is adorned here. One of
your servants took your body to Rak-
ab Ganj Sahib where your body was
cremated. Bhai Jaita, who took Guru
Sahibs head from Delhi and reached
Anandpur Sahib. In Anandpur Sahib,
your head was cremated. Today, Guru
Ghars are adorned at these places
where lakhs of devotees come to pay
homage to the protectors of religion.

https://equalityandjusticepatiala.wordpress.com/

Author Dr. Sandeep
Ghand

Only after your great sacrifice did
Guru Gobind Singh Ji create the Khal-
sa and shake the roots of the tyranni-
cal government.

Finally, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji was
the protector of the honor and digni-
ty of the entire universe, the shield of
India. Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji's mar-
tyrdom symbolizes the protection of
human rights. This understanding
and appreciation of Guru Tegh Baha-
dur Ji is now enriching the global hu-
man rights discourse and he is being
acknowledged by the global human
rights movement as one of its found-
ers.

Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji was the
second Guru after Guru Nanak who
went to all parts of India as a preach-
er of Guru Nanak Mission. How Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji sacrificed his life
for freedom of religion. Guru Ji nev-
er agreed to convert under greed or
threat. Guru Ji wanted everyone to be
able to choose their own way of wor-
ship and have freedom of conscience.

Sri Guru Gobind Singh has written
about his unique martyrdom in ‘Ba-
chitar Natak’:

For the sake of religion, I have done
all these things. I have given you my
head but not my head.

Guru Ji’s sacrifice is unique in world
history and holds special significance.
The uniqueness lies in the fact that this
sacrifice was not made for himself, not
for his community, but for the sake of
saving humanity. Thus, this glorious
martyrdom not only gave a new turn
to Sikh history but also gave the en-
tire world the spirit of dying for right,
truth, justice and religion.

Today, in the context of the 21st
century, the importance of this mar-
tyrdom becomes even more evident
because today, once again, our society
is divided into countless parts in the
name of language and religion. Only
the light of Guru Ji’s unparalleled mar-
tyrdom can provide a ray of light to
these violent extremists who are blind-
ed by the intoxication of fanaticism.

Author Dr. Sandeep Ghand
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