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Ambedkar Jayanti: When Babasaheb Said:In a Historic First, New York Proclaims Ambed-

‘Wear White’— This Poor Beedi Worker Sold kar Da

Though educated only up to fourth standard, Krishna Sonare was °

selected for a municipal sweeper’s post in Nagpur. He declined the- -

y to Celebrate 134th Anniversary of

Equality Icon Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

New York City Honors Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Wlth
Historic Proclamation

JOb upholding Babasaheb Ambedkar’s principle: ‘Never undertake: - :

labor that invites social contempt.” For Krishna, accepting gut-:

=ter -cleaning work meant condemning not just himself but future- o

generations of his family to the same degrading occupation.

¢ « : ey
G Equality and justice
B Patiala 19 April
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Nagpur: On Oc-
tober 14, 1956, a
historic turning
point in Indian his-
tory occurred at
Deekshabhoomi in
Nagpur when Dr.

Ambed-
kar embraced Bud-

Bhimrao

dhism along with
nearly 600,000 fol-
lowers. Taking the
vows of the Three
Jewels and Five Pre-
cepts from Burmese
Mahastha-
vir Chandramani,
Ambedkar initiated
the Neo-Buddhist
movement that
sparked a revolu-

monk

tionary change in
Indian society. On
the same day, Savita

Ambedkar
lovingly as Mai Saab

known

delivered a powerful
message of women’s
liberation by pub-
licly breaking her
mangalsutra, wip-
ing off her sindoor,
and discarding her
toe rings - symbols
she considered em-
blematic of female
subjugation.

This was no or-
dinary religious
conversion but a
clarion call for so-
cial revolution that
shook the founda-
tions of Indian so-
ciety. By renounc-
ing the traditional
symbols of marriage
that she viewed as
chains of patriarchal
oppression,  Savi-
tabai

ed that a woman’s

demonstrat-

identity resides not
in marital markers

“Equality and Justice”

but in her inherent
personality. Among
the lakhs who em-
braced Buddhism
with Babasaheb that
day were a young
impoverished Nag-
pur couple - Krish-
na Sonare and Bha-

girathi.

Recalling  this
historic event,
Ambedkarite  ac-
tivist and retired
engineer  Nagsen
Sonare becomes
emotional, as his

parents were among
those who convert-
ed to Buddhism
that day, beginning
three generations of
his family’s adher-
ence to Babasaheb’s
principles. Having
heard this account
repeatedly from his
father, Nagsen told
The  Mooknayak:
“Babasaheb had in-
structed everyone to
wear white clothes...
My father was ex-
tremely poor with
no money for new
When he

found my mother

clothes...

had no white sari,
he sold his only
valuable possession
- a watch - to buy
one so they could
participate in the
Dhamma Deeksha.”
Nagsen
parents

reveals

had

1953
moth-

his
married in
when his

er was barely 12-13

years old and his fa-
ther 16-17, yet such
was their unwav-

ering faith in Ba-
basaheb that they
unquestioningly fol-
lowed his directives.
Krishna worked
in a beedi factory
while his wife sup-
plemented their in-
come by selling veg-
etables.
Growing emo-
tional while rem-
Nagsen
shares: “My father
had studied till
fourth grade and
got a sweeper’s job
in Nagpur Munic-

iniscing,

ipality but refused
it, saying ‘Babasa-
heb taught us not
to accept work that
makes people look
down upon us...
However well we
dress or eat, if I car-
ry a broom, my chil-
dren will inherit this
disrespect.”
he labored tireless-
ly to support his
family while Bhagi-

Instead,

rathi sold vegetables
door-to-door carry-
ing large basket on
her head.

Nagsen, who re-
tired as DGM from
ONGC, married in
1990 following Bud-
dhist rites - a testa-
ment to his family’s
complete rejection
of Hindu traditions.
He reveals even his

name derives from

WhatsApp No. 91-94636-01616

Buddhist monk Na-
gasena rather than
any Hindu deity.

his
Nagsen

Narrating
wedding,
says: 1 informed
my would-be wife
Pramila beforehand
about not wear-
ing  mangalsutra.
While she agreed,
my mother object-
ed until my father
supported me, say-
ing ‘If she wears it,
that would signify
Their

featured

inequality.”
ceremony
no Hindu rituals but
Buddhist vows in-
cluding Ambedkar’s
22 pledges.

Nagsen recalls
how people initial-
ly didnt recognize
Pramila as mar-
ried without man-
galsutra -  ques-
tions continued
until their first son’s
birth. Today, though
his parents are no
more, both sons
Sumedh and Prerit
are engineers who
uphold Ambedkar’s
ideals. The younger
generation has been
taught to treat life
partners as equals -

another lesson from

Babasaheb.
Nagsen attri-
butes their prog-

ress to Ambedkar’s
teachings and his
father’s wisdom in
prioritizing educa-
tion. He estimates
90% of Maharash-
Ambedkarites
now follow these

tra’s

progressive values,
with only a minority
clinging to outdated
traditions.

Hes% Equality and justice’
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New York- New
York City has set
a historic mile-
stone by proclaim-

ing April 14, 2025,

as “Dr. Bhimrao
Ramji  Ambedkar
Day,”  celebrating

the 134th birth an-
niversary of the re-
nowned social re-
former, economist,
and political lead-
er. Mayor Eric Ad-
ams announced the
proclamation, hon-
oring Dr. Ambed-
kar’s enduring
contributions to
equality, diversity,
and inclusion.

Born on April
14, 1891, in Mhow,
India, Dr. Bhim-
rao Ramji Ambed-
kar was a trailblazer
who earned a PhD
in economics from

Columbia Univer-

PV itmrapiors . Brve Metiinne, Fiiyen of itia S gf P Mori e ey
st AlsnsSy, Aot vons da i Oy of Moo Yorl an

f;,w %:{ «“\ Dy Bhitmrao Ranyt Ambeakar Day

sity and a DSc from
the London School

He
is best known for

of Economics.

chairing the com-
mittee that drafted
Indias  Constitu-
tion and advocating
in-

against social

justices, including
the exploitation of
farmers and tenants

the
of untouchability.

and practice

His mantra, “edu-
cate, agitate, orga-
nize,” inspired gen-
erations to fight for
justice and equity.

The procla-
mation  highlights
Ambedkar’s trans-

formative jour-

ney and his time in
New York, where he
studied at Colum-
bia University at age
22, graduating in
1927. “The Big Ap-
ple is proud to be a
beacon of hope and
the
proclamation states,

Ambed-
kar’s legacy of egal-

opportunity,”
praising

itarianism and call-
ing for continued
to uphold

his values in the city

efforts

and beyond.
Commun i-
ty leaders, includ-
ing Deelip Mhaske,
the

President of

Foundation for Hu-

man Horizon, have
expressed gratitude
for this recognition.
The event marks the
first time New York
City has dedicated
a day to Ambedkar,
reinforcing its com-
mitment to honor-
ing global champi-
ons of social justice.
The
resonates  deeply
with those who ad-

Ambedkar’s
vision, encouraging

proclamation

mire

renewed dedication
to human dignity
and equality world-
wide.

Bulldozer Action on the House of Drug Peddler
Councilor (MC- Joint action carried out by the

Hes% Equality and justice’
Patiala 19 April
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Mansa, April
19:Dr Sandeep
Ghand

Under the gov-
ernment’s anti-drug
campaign, a house
built

municipal

illegally on
council
land by a munici-
pal councilor (MC)
involved in drug
trafficking was de-
molished in the
presence of police by
the municipal coun-
cil using a bulldozer.

Sharing  details

about the operation,

SSP Mansa, Mr. Bha-
girath Singh Meena,
said that Ajay Ku-
mar alias Boni had
illegally constructed
a house on land be-
longing to the mu-
nicipal council and
was using it to sell
drugs. He already
had 16 FIRs regis-
tered against him,
including 5 under
the NDPS Act. The
SSP  further add-
ed that the previ-
ous evening as well,
this councilor was
red-hand-
ed selling drugs,

caught

and a case was filed
against him under

https://equalityandjusticepatiala.wordpress.com/

police and the municipal councﬂ

the NDPS Act.
Further
mation was provid-
ed by SDM Mansa,
Mr. Kala Ram Kan-
sal, who stated that
under the directives

infor-

of the government
and higher authori-
ties, the illegal house
built on government
land in Ward No. 16,
Veer Nagar locali-
ty of Mansa, by the
MC involved in drug
trafficking, has been
demolished today.

the
occasion were SP
(H) Mr. Jaskeer-
at Singh Ahir, SP
(D) Mr.

Present at

Manmo-

Singh  Au-

han
lakh, DSP Mr. Boo-
ta Singh Gill, Naib

Tehsildar Aradhna
Khosla, SHO Beant
Kaur, Executive Of-
Bal-
winder Singh, Ga-

ficer Mansa
ganjit Singh Walia,
JE Rakesh Kumar,
Mahinder
Tarsem Singh,

Singh,
In-
spector Dharam Pal,
Inspector Balwind-
er Singh, along with
other civil officer.
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