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Udaipur Police Accused of Brutality:
Tribal Youth Hospitalized After Cus-
tody, Family Alleges Torture

A magistrate visited the hospital to assess Abhishek’s condition and orderedé
transter to judicial custody. Meanwhile, Abhishek remains hospitalize
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Geetha Sunil Pil-
lai -

Udaipur, Rajasthan
- A case of alleged
police brutality has
emerged in Kherwara

area of Udaipur dis-

trict, where a
19-year-old  youth,
Abhishek Meena,

resident of Banjaria,
was hospitalized un-

der

cumstances after be-

suspicious Cir-

ing taken into
custody. His mother,
Leela Devi, has ac-
cused the police of
severe  misconduct,
claiming her son was

brutally beaten in

custody.

While  Kherwara
ASP Anjana Sukhwal
claimed Abhishek

had “no injuries” and
his condition was due
to intoxication—sup-
ported by fellow ac-
cused—his family in-
sists the  visible
wounds tell a differ-

ent story.

Leaked WhatsApp chat bares plans to attack
Shah, Bittu & Majithia; 2 held
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The

Police

Punjab

have ar-

per-
sons and lodged

an FIR in Moga af-
ter plans to attack

rested two

Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah,
Congress MP
Ravneet Singh Bit-
tu and SAD leader
Bikram Singh Ma-
jithia came to light.

The plans were

“Equality and Justice”

Leela Devi, a wid-
ow and Class IV em-
ployee at Udaipur
Roadways Depot,
broke down, saying,
“l raised him alone
after my husband’s
death in 2008. Now,
my only son is bat-
tling for his life due
to police brutality.”

Leela Devi stated
that on April 17, po-
forcibly  took
Abhishek from their

home

lice
without any
prior notice. The next

she

ceived a call inform-

morning, re-
ing her that her son
was being presented
in Udaipur court, but
shortly after, another
call came stating he
had been admitted to
MB Hospital’s emer-

gency ward.

uncovered through
leaked screenshots

WhatsApp
group chat alleged-

of a

ly supporting MP
Amritpal  Singh,
currently lodged in
a jail in Dibrugarh,
Assam.

The FIR was
registered at the
Cyber Crime po-
lice station in
Moga under the
[PC, the UAPA
and the IT Act, in-

cluding  Sections

under police and jail guard supervision, still unconscious.
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Up?)n reachihg' the
hospital, Leela Devi
found her son in a
critical condition—
bleeding from his
legs, swollen hands
and neck, and unable
to speak. She alleged
that police had se-
verely beaten him but
dismissed his injuries
as “effects of intoxi-
cation,” a claim she
vehemently denied,
stating her son never
consumed drugs. She
demanded  justice,
questioning why her
son was unable to
speak if his condition
was due to intoxica-
tion.

Kherwara Station

House Officer (SHO)
Dalpat Singh Rathore

claimed Abhishek

61(2)(a), 113(3),
152 and 353 of the
BNS, 13 and 18 of
the UAPA and 66F
and 67 of the IT
Act.
Yesterday,
leaked screen-
shots of the chat
surfaced on social
media, raising the
alarm. Investiga-
tions led the police
to identify the key

accused involved

the
WhatsApp group

in creating

WhatsApp No. 91-94636-01616

was arrested for al-
legedly conspiring to
commit a robbery.
Police officials at-
tributed his deterio-
health  to

“brain fever” and de-

rating

nied any custodial
torture. However,
Leela Devi rejected
this explanation, in-
sisting her son’s inju-
ries were a result of
police brutality.

A magistrate visit-
ed the hospital to as-
sess Abhishek’s con-
dition and ordered
his transfer to judi-
cial custody. Mean-
while, Abhishek re-
mains  hospitalized
under police and jail
guard  supervision,
still unconscious.

The

sparked outrage, with

case  has
demands for an inde-
pendent probe into
the alleged custodial
torture. As Abhishek
fights for recovery,
the truth behind his
Injuries remains con-
tested, leaving his
family in anguish and

seeking answers.

— “Waris Punjab
De Team”

portedly linked to

—_— re_

anti-national activ-
ities.

Among the sus-
pects are Lakhdeep
Singh  Sardargarh
Bathinda,
Balkar Singh from
New Model Town,
Khanna,

from

and
Pawandeep Singh
from Khote, Moga.
Balkar Singh and
Pawandeep Singh
have been arrested.

Dalit History Month: All You Should Know
About Cardinal Anthony Poola— The First
Dalit Cardinal and His Prestigious Role

[ e e
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Poola’s role as a cardinal is not only prestigious but§

also symbolic of breakin
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New Delhi— As
Dalit History Month
shines a spotlight on
the achievements of
the Dalit community,
Cardinal

Poola stands out as a

Anthony

trailblazer.
2022,

Pope Francis appoint-

In August

ed two Indian bishops
to the College of Car-
Archbishop

Filipe Neri Ferrdao of

dinals:

Goa and Daman, and
Archbishop Anthony
Poola of Hyderabad.
Anthony Poola is the
first Dalit Christian
cardinal, a historic
milestone for India
and the global Catho-
lic Church.

This

plores

report, ex-

Poola’s re-

markable journey, his

groundbreaking  ap-
pointment, and the
significance of his

prestigious role.

On May 29, 2022,
Pope Francis an-
nounced the creation
of 21 new cardinals,
including Archbishop
Anthony Poola,
marking him as the
first Dalit Christian to
be elevated to this
rank.

Additionally, Poola
became the first Telu-
gu individual to hold
the title of cardinal,
the  second-highest
position in the Catho-
lic Church after the
Pope. His elevation
was formalized
during a consistory
on August 27, 2022,
at St. Peter’s Basilica.

Poola’s  appoint-
ment places him in
the College of Cardi-
nals, a body of 242
cardinals, of whom

134 are electors (un-

it

der age 80) tasked
with  selecting the
next Pope. As a papal
elector, Poola holds a
pivotal role in shap-
ing the future of the
Catholic Church, a
responsibility that un-
derscores the prestige

of his position.

Why the Car-
dinal Role is
Prestigious

Cardinals, often
called “Princes of the
Church,” are among
the most influential
figures in the Catho-
lic Church. They
serve as primary ad-
visors to the Pope, as-
sisting in matters of
doctrine, governance,

Church

policy. The most crit-

and global

ical duty of cardinals
1s electing a new
Pope during a con-
clave, a process gov-
erned by strict proto-
cols.

Appointed for life,
cardinals hold their ti-
tle until death or res-
ignation, unless re-
moved by the Pope.

Poola’s inclusion
in this elite group am-
plifies the voices of
Dalit

Telugu communities

India’s and

on a global stage,
aligning with Pope
Francis’s vision of a
more inclusive
Church. His role as a
cardinal 1s not only
prestigious but also
symbolic of breaking

centuries-old barriers.

From Humble

https://equalityandjusticepatiala.wordpress.com/

o centuries-old barriers.
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Beginnings to
Church Lead-
ership

Anthony Poola was

born on November
15, 1961, in Chin-
dukur wvillage, Kur-
nool district, Andhra
Pradesh, to a Dalit
family. Growing up
in a marginalized
community, Poola’s
early life was shaped
by faith and resil-
ience. He began his
religious formation at
the minor seminary in
Nuzvid and pursued
theological studies at
St. Peter’s Pontifical
Major Seminary in
Bengaluru.

Ordained a priest

on February 20,
1992, for the Diocese
of Kadapa, Poola

dedicated his ministry
to serving marginal-
1ized communities. On
February 8, 2008, he
was appointed Bishop
of Kurnool and or-
dained as bishop on
April 19, 2008. His
leadership extended
to roles such as chair-
man of the Youth
Commission and the
Scheduled Castes/
Backward
Commission for the
Andhra Pradesh Bish-
ops’ Conference.

On November 19,

2020, Poola was ap-

Classes

pointed  Archbishop
of Hyderabad, a posi-
tion he continues to
hold. His consistent
service to the Church
and its marginalized

members paved the

way for his historic
cardinalship.
Cardinal
elevation 1s a land-
mark for Dalit Chris-

tians, who face sys-

Poola’s

temic discrimination
in India. Dalit Chris-
tians, estimated to
form a significant
portion of India’s 19
million Catholics,
have historically been
underrepresented  1n
senior Church roles.
Poola’s appointment
challenges these bar-
riers, offering hope
and representation to
millions.

During Dalit Histo-
ry Month, Poola’s
story resonates as a
powerful example of
overcoming adversi-
ty. His rise to cardinal
reflects the Catholic
Church’s

commitment to inclu-

growing

sivity, a priority em-
phasized by Pope
Francis.

Cardinal

Poola’s journey from

Anthony

a Dalit village to the
Vatican is a testament
to faith, perseverance,
and service. His ap-
pointment as the first
Dalit and Telugu car-
dinal 1s a historic

achievement that am-

plifies marginalized
voices within the
global Catholic
Church.

As a papal elector
and advisor to the
Pope, Poola holds a
prestigious role that
shapes the Church’s
future. During Dalit
History Month, his

story
only the faithful but

inspires  not

all who champion
justice and equality,

proving that barriers

can be broken
through  dedication
and grace.
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<Id (Hon’ble Justice U Chan Htoon, Judge of
the Supreme Court of the Union of Burma) *
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