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What happened to Hon'ble Justice Gavai of India in Mumbai is proof
that constitutional posts alone cannot guarantee social respect unless
caste hierarchy is eradicated from their roots.
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Hon’ble CJI Justice Gavai, in response to a question, said, “Neither the judiciary, nor the exec-
utlve, nor the Parliament is supreme. It is the Constitution of India which is supreme, and all
three wings should function according to the Constitution.”
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B.R.
Gavai’s Felicitation
in Mumbai High-
lights Not Just In-
stitutional Disrespect-but the Unequal
Treatment of a Dalit Chief Justice -CJI
B.R Gavai reassert constitutional su-

(Justice

0 0000OC0COGFOGOS

premacy-flag disrespect by executive
functionaries, and call for mutual in-
stitutional regard- The Indian Con-
stitution is not just a document-it is a

When
one falters in showing respect to an-

covenant among institutions.

other, the entire architecture is shak-
en. CJI Gavai and remarks are a call
to restore that balance-rooted in the
Constitution, not in personal ego.)

What at first appeared as a pro-
tocol lapse soon emerged as some-
thing far more insidious-a deliberate
act of caste-based discrimination. In
a strongly worded yet constitutional-
ly grounded address at a felicitation
event organised by the Bar Council of
Maharashtra and Goa at the historic
Darbar Hall in Mumbai, Chief Justice
of India Justice B.R. Gavai underlined
a foundational truth often lost in po-
litical theatre: “Supremacy does not
lie with the judiciary. the executive, or
the Parliament-but with the Constitu-
tion of India.”

Justice Gavai was responding to the
question of which institution among
the judiciary, executive, or legislature
holds primacy in a democratic setup.
Quoting his recent remarks, he said,
“When I was recently asked about
whether judiciary is supreme or exec-
utive is supreme, I had said that nei-
ther judiciary, nor executive, nor the
Parliament is supreme. It is the Con-
stitution of India which is supreme,
and all the three wings must work as
per the Constitution.”

This assertion reiterates the con-
stitutional principle of separation of
powers, a doctrine that forms part of
the basic structure of the Indian Con-
stitution, as affirmed by the Supreme
Court. It is not a matter of competi-
tion between institutions, but of coor-
dinated coexistence governed by con-
stitutional fidelity.

A Question of Respect, Not

Protocol
The event, however, took a sharp-

“Equality and Justice”
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of the senior-most executive function-

aries-the Chief Secretary, the Direc-
tor General of Police, or the Mumbai
Police Commissioner were present to
receive the CJI during his first official
visit to Maharashtra in his current ca-
pacity. CJI Gavai expressed measured
“It is
not about protocol, but about mutual

but unmistakable displeasure:

respect between organs of the state. If
it were someone else in my place, then
the provisions of Article 142 could
have been invoked.”

Article 142 of the Constitution em-
powers the Supreme Court to pass any
order necessary to do “complete jus-
tice” in any matter before it. Though
the CJI did not elaborate, the reference
signalled the seriousness of institu-
tional disregard.

Not Justa Protocol Violation-A

Caste Marker

Justice Gavai, the first Dalit judge
from Maharashtra to ascend to the Su-
preme Court and potentially the first
Dalit Chief Justice of India, has faced
systemic barriers. But what transpired
in Mumbai was not mere bureaucratic
oversight-it was an institutional snub
targeted at his social location.

No former Chief Justices or se-
nior upper-caste judges have been
subjected to such visible disrespect
during official visits. This pattern can-
not be dismissed as coincidence. In a
state where bureaucratic positions re-
main heavily dominated by dominant
castes, the absence of any senior exec-
utive presence at a high-profile judi-
cial function speaks volumes.

Caste in the Courtroom: The

In India, where dominant caste he-
gemony extends deeply into the ju-
diciary, bureaucracy, and legislature,
Dalit representation in higher consti-
tutional posts is still rare-and when it
does occur, it is often met with veiled
hostility.

Justice Gavai’s marginalisation at
the state level raises an uncomfort-
able yet necessary question: Would
this have happened to a Savarna Chief
Justice? The answer, as history shows,
is no. Dalit presence in elite institu-
tions is still seen as an aberration, not
the norm-and this incident lays bare
the entrenched casteism that pervades
even “neutral” bureaucratic systems.

Constitutional Supremacy
Cannot Be Caste-Blind

Justice Gavais assertion that “the
Constitution is supreme” is not just a
legal truism-it is an indictment of a
system where caste continues to deter-
mine dignity, recognition, and access.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the architect of
our Constitution, warned that social
democracy must precede political de-
mocracy. What occurred in Mumbai
is proof that constitutional office alone
cannot guarantee social respect un-
less caste hierarchies are dismantled at
their roots.

If India truly believes in the su-
premacy of the Constitution, then its
judges, especially from historically op-
pressed communities, must be treated
with the same respect afforded to their
Anything
less is not just a breach of protocol-it
is a betrayal of the republic. Vice Pres-
ident Joins the Concern

Honorable Vice President Jagdeep

upper-caste counterparts.

https://equalityandjusticepatiala.wordpress.com/

Dhankhar came out in support of the
judiciary, stating that the CJI's com-
ment was not about personal protocol
but a principled reminder that all or-
gans of democracy-executive, legisla-
ture, and judiciary must uphold mutu-
al respect.

“The judiciary is not asking for spe-
cial treatment. It is asking for recogni-
tion as a co-equal pillar of democra-
cy. This is not hierarchy but harmony;”
said the Vice President.

Vice-president has previously em-
phasized the need for constitution-
al boundaries to be respected and has
called out instances where the judicia-
ry and legislature have clashed over
matters of jurisdiction or authority.
His support for the judiciary in this
case aligns with a broader institutional
concern over executive overreach and
administrative apathy.

Institutional Morality in a

Time of Erosion

This incident comes at a time when
India’s democratic institutions are in-
creasingly tested. From bureaucratic
defiance to politicisation of adminis-
trative posts, the erosion of institu-
tional courtesy and respect often sig-
nals deeper structural malaise.

The Chief Justice’s call for dignity in
interaction is not merely symbolic-it
touches upon the constitutional mo-
rality that Ambedkar emphasized. In-
stitutions must not just function-they
must do so with restraint, responsibili-
ty, and regard for each other.

The Constitution as Compass

Justice B.R Gavai reminded the au-
dience, it is the Constitution that is
supreme, and not the individuals or
offices holding temporary authority.
The judiciary’s reminder to the execu-
tive and the political class is thus not
a demand for protocol, but a plea for
constitutional integrity. In times of
growing institutional friction, such re-
minders serve not as confrontations,
but as course corrections.

Adv.Bindu Ammini/Dalit Feminist

Posted in English Articles

Tagged CJI BR Gavai, constitution
of india, Democratic respect, Equali-
ty and justice, Indian Judiciary, nstitu-
tional harmony, Rule of law, Suprema-
cy of the Constitution
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Sikhism, which is known for its equal-
ity, spiritual depth and sense of curiosity.
Apart from service and meditation, the
focus of this religion is on the principles
of respect for caste and all religions and
equality of men and women. For this rea-
son, although the age of this religion is
not very long, but still today the follow-
ers of this religion are leaving their mark
of service in every corner of the world.
Apart from the ten Gurus, they followed
the household religion. Apart from the
wives of the ten Gurus (Guru Mahal),
there is also a great contribution of those
women who were part of the Guru's fam-
ily in some way or the other and became
a part of Sikh history. For example, Bebe
Nanaki is also called the first female Sikh
of the Sikh Panth due to her spiritual
identity with Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Apart
from this, the names of Mata Gujar Kaur,
Mata Sahib Kaur, and Mata Bhag Kaur
are prominent. These great women played
important roles in upholding the faith,
family and values of Sikhism. This article
pays tribute to the wives of ten Sikh Gu-
rus, who deserve equal respect for their
grace, courage, and commitment.

Mata Sulakhni Ji (wife of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji)

Mata Sulakhni Ji was born in Batala
to Mul Chand, a Chona Khatri. She was
married to Guru Nanak Dev Ji in 1487.
Although she was of a quiet nature, her
role in the foundation of Sikhism is very
important. She managed the household
and also looked after their two sons - Sri
Chand and Lakhmi Das - while Guru
Nanak Dev Ji embarked on long spiritual
journeys (Udasiyas).

Mata Khivi Ji (wife of Guru Angad
Dev Ji)

Born in 1506 to Devi Chand of Sang-
har, Mata Khivi Ji was a leading figure in
the Sikh tradition. She was married to
Bhai Lehna (later Guru Angad Dev Ji)
and played a significant role in develop-
ing the Guru ka Langar institution. She
served food with love and humility, es-
tablishing the concept of equality among
castes. Even today, institutions named af-
ter Mata Khivi Ji are serving Langar in
many cities.

Mata Mansa Devi Ji (wife of Guru Am-
ardas Ji)

Mata Mansa Devi Ji was the wife of
Guru Amar Das Ji and the mother of Bibi
Bhani Ji. She created a pious environment
that inspired her daughter to marry Guru
Ram Das Ji. Through her lineage, the tra-
dition of the Guruship was handed down
to the fourth Guru. She nurtured a house-
hold dedicated to service, humility and
devotion.

Mata Bhilani Ji (wife of Guru Ramdas

Ji)
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Guru Mahal and warrior women
of Sikhism.

Mata Bhilani Ji, also known as Bibi
Bhani Ji, was the daughter of Guru Amar
Das Ji. Her marriage to Guru Ram Das Ji
represented a spiritual and generational
bond within the Guru lineage. Her com-
mitment and humility are renowned in
Sikh legends.

Mata Ganga Ji (wife of Guru Arjan
Dev Ji)

Mata Ganga Ji, who was married to
Guru Arjan Dev Ji in 1589, was a wom-
an of deep devo-
tion and patience.
Longing for a son,
she sought bless-
ings from Baba
Buddha Ji. Her
humble act of pre-
paring food and

serving it won
Baba Buddha Ji’s
heart, and he pre-
dicted the birth
of Guru Hargo- |
bind Sahib Ji. |
She became the
proud mother of

the
known for her courageous blend of spiri-

sixth Guru,

tuality and devotion.

Mata Nanaki Ji (First wife of Guru
Hargobind Sahib Ji)

Mata Nanaki Ji was the daughter-in-
law of Guru Arjan Dev Ji and the moth-
er of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. She was a
quiet force who remained strong during
the difficult times following the martyr-
dom of Guru Arjan Dev Ji. She guided her
children with spiritual teachings and re-
mained steadfast in faith despite persecu-
tion.

Mata Damodar Ji (Second wife of
Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji)

Mata Damodar Ji was one of the wives
of Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. Although
historical records about her are limited,
she is respected for her presence and sup-
port during the Guru’s militarization of
Sikhism.

Mata Devi Ji (third wife of Guru Har-
gobind Sahib Ji)

Mata Devi played a less documented
but important role as one of the wives of
Guru Hargobind Sahib.

Mata Krishan Kaur Ji (wife of Guru
Har Rai Ji)

Mata Krishan Kaur Ji was the wife
of Guru Har Rai Ji and the mother of
Guru Har Krishan Ji. She maintained the
spiritual peace of the home and played
a central role in raising her sons with
spiritual discipline. Her patience and de-
termination helped Guru Har Krishan Ji
to be prepared for great responsibility at a
young age.

Mata Guyjri Ji (wife of Guru Tegh Baha-

dur Ji)

Mata Gujri Ji, whose marriage to Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji gave the Sikh world the
blessings of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. She
faced many hardships and finally attained
martyrdom in Sirhind along with her
grandsons, Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and
Fateh Singh.

Mata Sundari Ji (wife of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji)

Mata Sundari Ji was a virtuous and
wise woman who
stood by Guru
Gobind Singh Ji
during some of
the chal-
lenging times in
Sikh history. She
was the mother
of Sahibzada Ajit
‘® Singh and played

most

a significant role
in preserving the
Guru’s legacy after
' his martyrdom.

! Mata Jeeto Ji
w (Mata Jeet Kaur Ji,
' wife of Guru Go-

bind Singh Ji)
She was the mother of the Sahibza-
das Jujhar Singh, Zorawar Singh and

Fateh Singh. Her determination, faith
and strength during the formation of the
Khalsa Panth are well known. She was
present at Anandpur Sahib and contribut-
ed in spirit and service.

Mata Sahib Kaur Ji (Spiritual wife of
Guru Gobind Singh Ji)

Mata Sahib Kaur Ji is revered as the
Mother of the Khalsa. Although she had
no biological children, her spiritual stat-
ure is immense. She mixed sugar crystals
(patasha) in the nectar prepared by Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, which is a symbol of the
mother’s mercy. The Guru declared her
the eternal mother of the Khalsa Panth.

It can be said that these women of iron
will and passion were not just wives, but
also architects of Sikh civilization. Their
devotion, courage, and leadership laid the
foundation of a community built on ser-
vice, sacrifice, and equality.

Apart from the wives of the Sikh Gu-
rus, it is also important to shed light on
the women who served during the Gurus’
time and made lasting contributions to
Sikh history.

From Mata Bhagos heroic leadership
in battle to Bibi Bhani’s spiritual legacy,
their stories are essential and inspiring for
our families.

1. Bibi Nanaki Ji (Sister of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji): Bibi Nanaki Ji was the elder sis-
ter of Guru Nanak Dev Ji and the first
woman to recognize his divine light. Her
role in carrying out the mission of Guru
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Nanak Dev Ji is un-
paralleled.

2. Bibi Amro Ji
(Daughter of Guru
Angad Dev Ji): She
played a significant

role in introduc-
ing her father-in-
law, Guru Amar Das Ji, to the teachings
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Her recitation of
Gurbani inspired Guru Amar Das Ji to be-
come a devoted Sikh. Her influence laid
the foundation for his eventual successor
as the third Guru.

3. Bibi Bhani Ji (Daughter of Guru
Amar Das Ji): Married to Guru Ram Das
Ji and mother of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Bibi
Bhani was a pillar of devotion. Her ac-
tions reflected humility, service and sacri-
fice, and she ensured the continuity of the
Guru lineage.

4. Bibi Rajni Ji: A devotee of great de-
votion, she married a leper as per her fa-
ther’s curse but remained steadfast in her
devotion to God. She is associated with
the establishment of the holy Sarovar
(tank) at Dukh Bhanjani Beri, Amritsar. .

5. Mata Bhago Ji (Mai Bhago): A true
warrior-saint, Mata Bhago inspired 40
Sikh fugitives (Chali Mukte) to return to
the battlefield and fight alongside Guru
Gobind Singh Ji. She herself took up
arms and led them bravely in the battle of
Muktsar. She later served as a bodyguard
to the Guru Ji. Her bravery, leadership
and commitment are legendary.

6. Bibi Harsharan Kaur Ji: After the
martyrdom of Guru Gobind Singh Ji's
younger sons, no one dared to cremate
their bodies for fear of Mughal punish-
ment. Bibi Harsharan Kaur, a young Sikh
girl, faced death and performed their last
rites. She was killed in the process but re-
mains a symbol of unparalleled courage
and faith.

7. Mata Gujar Kaur (Mother of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji): Although she was also
the wife of a Guru, she deserves extra re-
spect for her role as a mother and a mar-
tyr. She inspired her grandsons, the Sa-
hibzadas, to uphold Sikh values even in
the face of death. Her composure and
spiritual strength are admirable.

Sikh Women Servers and Langar Man-
agers During the Guru’s era, countless un-
known women contributed to preparing
langar, caring for travelers, and educating
young Sikhs. Their selfless service laid the
foundation for the values of brotherhood
and equality that define Sikhism today.
These women were the quiet architects
and fierce protectors of Sikh values and
heritage. They demonstrated that spiritual
strength and leadership know no gender,
and their legacy continues to inspire gen-
erations.
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