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: Onkar Nath, (IAAS-1984)
(Former Additional Deputy Comptroller & Auditor General)

: CONVENOR, ACTION COMMITTEE FOR RTE ACT, 2009, PUNJAB : :
#9235, Phase 3-B-2, Sector-60, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali, (Pun-
 jab)-160059, Email: onkarnath1959@gmail.com, Phone: 9530500142 :

To Date: 27 May 2025

Mrs. Anindita Mitra, IAS,
The Secretary, Department of School Education

Government of Punjab, Punjab Mini1 Secretariat,
Sector-09, Chandigarh - 160009

Subject: Request for Extension of time line for admissions on under Sec-
tion 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act, 2009 for Academic Session 2025-26

Respected Madam,

This 1s to bring to your urgent attention that despite the clear and binding directions of
the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court dated 19 February 2025 regarding the en-
forcement of Section 12(1)(c) of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Educa-
tion Act, 2009, the implementation process of admissions in Punjab remains delayed
and 1nadequate.

2. The official instructions by the Government of Punjab, School Education Depart-
ment and DPI (Elementary) Punjab were 1ssued only on 21 March and 24 March 2025,
1.e., more than a month after the High Court judgment, and just days before the start of e
the academic year on 1st April 2025. This inordinate delay has severely impacted the
following activities:

a) Timely application and admission of eligible children,

b) The capacity of schools to process applications transparently, and

c) The ability of parents from EWS/DG categories to benefit from the scheme.

3. Moreover, the School Education Department did not launch any awareness cam-
paign, among people and students and their families as mandated under RTE Act. This
has left a vast majority of eligible children and their parents uninformed about their
rights and the application procedures, especially in rural and underprivileged communi-
ties.

4. Keeping in view the delays in the admissions, we held a meeting on 16 Aril 2025
with the DPI (EE), Punjab who assured the issue of Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) within next 10 days 1.e. by 26 April 2025 for streamlining admission process in
an efficient and effective manner. But till date (27 May 2025) SOP has not been 1ssued
for implementation by all stakeholders viz; DEOS, private schools and students con-
cerned.

5. In this regard, you are respectfully requested as under:

a) Extend the timeline for submission and acceptance of applications under Section
12(1)(c) up to 30 September 2025, in view of the government’s own delay.

b) Issue fresh instructions to all private unaided schools to accept applications up to
30 September 2025 and to keep 25% seats reserved for EWS/DG students as per law
and as decided by the Hon’ble High Court.

c) Launch a wide-scale awareness campaign through newspapers, radio & TV etc &
establish helplines/nodal officers at district level to assist parents & monitor compliance.

d) Right to Education 1s a fundamental right under Article 21-A of the Constitution,
and 1t 1s the State’s obligation to ensure its equal and timely access to all children.

6. We are looking for necessary intervention in the matter.

Yours sincerely,
(Onkar Nath)
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Public Statement by the All India Independent
Scheduled Castes Association (AlISCA)

On the Brutal Killing of Nilesh Rathod in Gujarat

May 27, 2025

We, the All India Independent Scheduled Castes Association (AlISCA), condemn in the
strongest possible terms the casteist, inhuman, and brutal murder of Nilesh Rathod, a Dalit
man from Jarakhiya village in Gujarat’'s Amreli district. His only “crime” was calling a minor
boy from a so-called “upper” caste "beta” — an act of ordinary human decency that invited
barbaric violence rooted in the c:ge-old poison of caste hierarchy. This is not an isolated
incident. It is a mirror reflecting the ydc:y casteist brutality that Dalits face in Gujarat — a
state that hypocrltlcully p ojects itself a model of development and prosperity while

violently enfor g aste p ema y n its towns, villages, and streets. The ruling caste-class
nexus — comprising th bus| upper-caste la dI rds, and the political class — has
maintained a deafening silen pl y ed an active role in normalizing this violence, which
continue abated.
We also call out the Dalit MPs and MLAs from the ruling party who have remained silent on this

matter. Their failure to raise their voices against suc
complicity. Instead of standing with their own oppresse
stand by their upper caste masters, betraying the very people they claim to represent. We call
out the complete failure of the Gujarat state machinery — its police, its administration, and
its political leaders — in protecting Dalit lives. The response of the police, sluggish and
selective at best, shows a deep-rooted institutional casteism.

h brutal caste violence exposes their
d communities, they have chosen to

Merely arresting a few individuals and applying sections of the law post-facto is not justice —
it is damage control meant to suppress dissent and maintain the illusion of governance
What is most shameful is that the Prime Minister of this country hails from Gujarat. Yet
neither he nor his party has taken a single concrete step to dismantle the caste system in
his home state. His silence in the face of this atrocity is not neutrality — it is complicity.

@& www.aiisca.org aiisca1957@gmail.com
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