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The Language of Protection, The Reality of Dispossession: Odishas
Land Proposal Threatens Adivasi and Dalit Rights

{i% “Equality and justice” < On the surface,

-mn  Patiala 03 June . the Odisha gov-

. INTERNATIONAL PAPER, 9463601616 ~ © 5

s hardipchumbers7@gmailcom ¢ €rnments latest
proposal  sounds

benign-progressive, even. Revenue Min-
ister Suresh Pujari has announced that
the state plans to directly purchase land
from Dalits and Adivasis in Scheduled
Areas, claiming this move will “protect
their land from being grabbed by pow-
erful outsiders. But scratch the surface of
this well-packaged policy, and a far more
dangerous agenda emerges-one that risks
formalizing the very dispossession it pre-
tends to guard against. This is not pro-
tection; this is policy-enabled transfer of
land away from the most marginalized.
What the government proposes is not a
defense mechanism, but an appropriation
strategy cloaked in the language of be-
nevolence.

The protection of Scheduled Areas in
Odisha is enshrined in the Fifth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution, which man-
dates special safeguards for the rights of
Adivasi communities over their land, re-
sources, and self-governance. These ar-
eas are governed by the Panchayats (Ex-
tension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
(PESA), the Forest Rights Act, 2006
(FRA), and the Odisha Land Reforms
Act. Together, these laws are meant to
prevent the alienation of tribal land and
ensure that no transfer of land occurs
without the consent of the Gram Sabha.
Despite these frameworks, Scheduled
Areas in Odisha remain vulnerable to
state-sanctioned land acquisition and pri-
vate encroachment, often under the guise
of development. True protection requires
not just legal provisions but their strict
enforcement, empowerment of Adivasi
institutions, and political will that centers
tribal autonomy over extractive economic

interests.

The new proposal bypasses both the
spirit and the letter of constitutional pro-
tections. When the state becomes a buy-
er, it ceases to be a neutral protector and
transforms into a powerful market ac-
tor with asymmetrical bargaining pow-
er. There is a thin line between ‘purchase’
and ‘coercion’- especially when the sell-
er is a financially distressed tribal farm-
er and the buyer is the state, armed with
bureaucracy, legal tools, and political
might. Odisha’s history is stained with the
displacement of Adivasis and Dalits-for

mining, in-
dustrial cor-
ridors, dams, |

and develop-
ment projects. P
The memories § ' . 4
of Kashipur, ¥ %
Niyamgiri, w7
and Kalinga- #§
nagar are still "
raw. In all these cases, the state failed to
protect the people-it facilitated their dis-
possession. Now, the same state proposes
to act as a “protector.” But who protects
the community from the state? What
stops this land from being later handed
over to corporate giants, mining compa-
nies, or real estate conglomerates? We
must remember: the land mafia does not
act alone. It acts with the active collusion
of bureaucrats, police, and politicians-the
very apparatus now masquerading as
guardian.

The Odisha Land Reforms Act re-
quires the sub-collector’s approval for
land transfers involving SCs and STs. But
this has proven ineffective. Across dis-
tricts, illegal transfers persist, often reg-
ularized retroactively under political or
administrative pressure. Sub-collectors

are not accountable to the Gram Sabha.
They are not required to consider the so-
cio-economic vulnerabilities of the seller.
In many cases, land is sold under duress
or manipulation -such “consent” is nei-
ther free nor informed.

This proposal is a betrayal of Arti-
cle 244(1) of the Constitution, the Fifth
Schedule provisions, and PESA and FRA
protections. It centralizes power in bu-
reaucratic hands and sidelines commu-
nity consent, customary ownership, and
local self-governance. This is not decen-
tralization-it is developmental authoritar-

lanism.
If the
Odisha gov-

ernment

truly in-
tends to
safeguard

Adivasi and
Dalit land, it

: S must: strict-
ly enforce PESA, ensuring Gram Sabha
authority in all Scheduled Areas; acceler-
ate recognition of community land rights
under the FRA; create independent over-
sight committees with Adivasi leaders, le-
gal experts, and civil society; provide so-
cial security and livelihood protections
for distressed landholders; and treat land
not as a commodity-but as a site of cul-
ture, history, and identity.

The Odisha Scheduled Areas Trans-
fer of Immovable Property (by Sched-
uled Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (OSATIP)
prohibits ST land transfer to non-tri-
bals without written permission from
the sub-collector. In 2023, a proposed
amendment by the previous cabinet al-
lowing ST landholders to transfer land
under certain conditions was met with
mass protests and was put on hold. Crit-

ics rightly warned that such changes
would legitimize dispossession under the
pretext of “development.”

Despite the 2002 reaffirmation of the
ST-to-non-ST transfer ban, implemen-
tation remains weak. According to the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG),
as of March 2022, 2,134 OSATIP-related
cases-involving 1,932.42 acres-remained
pending. Sub-collectors have been crit-
icized for indefinite adjournments and
delays in issuing restoration orders. A re-
cent directive from the Revenue Depart-
ment now mandates that 10% of restored
land cases be reviewed by District Col-
lectors, and 20% by sub-collectors. Yet
without robust political will, grassroots
vigilance, and legal accountability, even
well- intentioned rules risk becoming pa-
per tigers.

Land Is Life, Not Commodity

Land is not merely an economic as-
set for Adivasis and Dalits-it is ancestral
memory, cultural

continuity, and political autono-
my. Any attempt to sever this connec-
tion-however sugarcoated in policy lan-
guage-is an act of structural violence.
We must remain vigilant. Because poli-
cies that begin as “protection’ often end as

plunder.

Posted in English Articles
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dalit, Development vs. displacement, Dis-
placement, Dispossession, Forest land,
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Chandigarh court awards death penalty to
41-year-old man for minor’s rape-murder

The Fast Track Special Court, Chandigarh, on Tuesday awarded death sentence to a
41-year-old man, Heera Lal Guddu, in the rape and murder of an eight-year-old girl in
Hallomajra. The police registered the case after a child’s body, with the throat slit and
multiple stab wounds, was discovered near a dumping site on the intervening night of
January 21-22, 2024.

Russia & Ukraine talks, held a day after drone
attack, end in barely an hour

The peace talks between Russia and Ukraine in Turkey, which were held a day after
Ukraine launched multiple drones to destroy nearly 40 Russian military aircraft, end-
ed in barely an hour, Turkish officials said. The second round of talks began two hours
later than scheduled. Ukraine said both sides agreed to return the bodies of 6,000 fall-
en soldiers each.
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Russia & Ukraine talks, held a day after drone attack, end in barely

an hour

The peace talks between Russia and Ukraine in Turkey, which were held a day after
Ukraine launched multiple drones to destroy nearly 40 Russian military aircraft, end-
ed in barely an hour, Turkish officials said. The second round of talks began two hours
later than scheduled. Ukraine said both sides agreed to return the bodies of 6,000 fall-
en soldiers each.

99 out of 100 times I would have lost, just a lucky day: Gukesh D on

beating Carlsen

Referring to his first-ever win against world number one Magnus Carlsen in classical chess
at Norway Chess 2025, world chess champion Gukesh D said, “99 out of 100 times I would lose.
Just a lucky day” He added, “T was just trying to play moves that were tricky for him and luckily
he got into time scramble.

NEET PG 2023 postponed

The National Board of Examinations in Medical Sciences (NBEMS) has postponed the
NEET PG 2025 entrance exam. The exam was originally scheduled to take place on June 15. The
decision follows a directive from Supreme Court, which instructed that the examination be con-
ducted in a single shift to ensure transparency and fairness.
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