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Against general public interest Mayawati on Railway Ministry’s
decision to increase fares
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Lucknow, Jul 1
(PTT) Bahujan Sam-
aj Party chief May-
awati on Tuesday
termed the decision of the Railway Min-
istry to increase the fares as one “against
the general public interest and more of a
business-minded decision rather than the
welfare objective of the Constitution™

The Railway Ministry issued an of-
ficial circular on Monday, increasing the
fares of the non-air-conditioned class in
mail and express trains by 1 paisa and all
air-conditioned classes by 2 paise per ki-
lometre from July 1.

Speaking to reporters in Lucknow,
Mayawati said, “As it is known that when
most of the people of the country are
suffering and unhappy due to the dai-
ly hunger and thirst of extreme inflation,
poverty, unemployment and decrease in
income, then in such a situation, the in-
crease in the train fare in the country by
the Centre seems to be a decision taken
against the general public interest.”

She said it was more of a busi-
ness-minded decision rather than fulfill-
ing any welfare objective of the Constitu-
tion.

The fares of suburban trains and
monthly season tickets have been left un-

changed in the interest of daily commut-
ers. The ordinary second-class fare has
not been increased for up to 500 km and
for distances beyond
that, there is an in-
crease in the ticket
prices by half a paisa
per km.

Mayawati al-
leged that the prac-
tice of increasing the
exploitation of the
common man by in-
creasing the burden
on their daily life
through railways just
like GST in the name
of ‘Nation First is ex-
tremely unfair.

It would be
better if the govern-
ment  reconsiders
it immediately, she
added.

“For crores
of people here, the
train journey is not a
fashion, pleasure or tourism, rather it is a
very painful journey and compulsion due
to the increasing poverty, inflation, acute
shortage of respectable permanent em-

ployment in the country, compulsion to
leave their homes and migrate to feed the
family,” Mayawati said.

The govern-
should not
adopt a commercial
approach  towards
them but and treat
them with sympa-

ment

thy and welfare, she
that
this has been every-

said, adding
one’s expectation.

“Therefore,
instead of worry-
ing only for its own
benefit and for a
handful of rich and
prosperous peo-
ple, the government
should take proper
care of the crores of
people of the coun-
try who are yearn-
ing to live a life of
self-respect...,, she
said.

The former chief minister said

about 95 crore people of the country’s
population have been forced to become
beneficiaries of at least one social wel-

fare scheme of the government. Due to
this, the number of such helpless people
has increased to about 64.3 per cent in
the current year 2025, whereas in the year
2016 this number was only about 22 per
cent.

Hitting out at the BJP government
in Delhi, the BSP chief alleged that it is
adopting an anti-people attitude of ruth-
lessly displacing the poor and those who
migrate from other states, especially
from UP, Bihar and Bengal for livelihood,
without making any other arrangements.

“Their slums are being demol-
ished so ruthlessly that it is very sad and
shameful,” she said stressing that the Del-
hi government says it is following the
court’s order.

“But, the honourable court did not
say that you should displace them with-
out making any other arrangements...
The court has definitely said you should
remove them but the court did not say
that you should not make any other ar-
rangements for them.

“It is the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to first make alternate arrange-
ments to settle them before removing
their slums,” she said.

51 People Killed In Himachal Monsoon Disaster Since June 20, 2025
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At least 51 people have died in Himachal Pradesh since June 20, with 30 killed in monsoon- trig-
gered disasters and 21 in road accidents, officials said. Authorities reported severe damage across
~ Mandi district and launched statewide rescue efforts involving NDRF and SDRF teams.
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At least 51 peo-

have died in
Himachal Pradesh
since June 20, 2025,
of which 21 fatalities were due to road

accidents, while the remaining 30 were
caused by monsoon-related incidents
such as floods, landslides, and cloud-
bursts, according to Himachal Pradesh
Disaster Management Authority.

DC Rana, Special Secretary of the Hi-
machal Pradesh Revenue Department
and Disaster Management, addressed the
media in Shimla on Wednesday, provid-
ing detailed figures on the ongoing mon-
soon crisis in the state.

“The monsoon entered Himachal
Pradesh on June 19, and since then, con-
tinuous rainfall has been recorded. Heavy
rainfall on June 29 and 30 caused wide-
spread damage,” said Rana.

“The death toll due to rain-related in-
cidents has reached nearly 30 so far. As

“Equality and Justice”
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per cur-
rent  data, [

34  people g ter
are report- |

ed missing, :
with the
worst-hit |
area  being
Mandi dis- #
trict, where ® s
10  deaths & 28
occurred;.f;'-
over  just
two days,” he said.

Rana stressed that the exact number of
casualties and damages will become clear
once communication networks are fully
restored in remote regions.

“Many extreme weather events oc-
curred across the state, including multi-
ple cloudbursts and flash floods,” he not-
ed.

The State Disaster Response Force

and the
Disas-

SDRF)
2 ational

ger Response Force
& NDRF) have been
= = e leployed
s - nultiple districts.
we- “Both  SDRF
“%:nd NDRF teams
=" gmre present in
e - % landi. We
S ver a dozen loca-

aCross

have

ions where people

ga BRw- re missing, and
either the SDRF or NDREF is engaged in
search and rescue there. Local police, dis-
trict administration, Home Guards, and
fire services are also actively involved,’
Rana informed.

He said the initial rain-related in-
cidents occurred in Dharamshala and
Sendwali area of Kullu, but Mandi dis-
trict, particularly the Dharampur and ad-
joining areas, has been worst affected in

https://equalityandjusticepatiala.wordpress.com/

the current spell.

“Currently, our top priority is rescue
and relief work, not damage assessment.
But as per initial departmental data, we
estimate damages of around Rs 300 crore
across sectors, said the Special Secretary.

Rana urged citizens to use the state’s
disaster alert mobile application.

“As soon as any alert is issued, we de-
liver it directly to the public. We have a
mobile app called ‘Sachet, and I appeal to
everyone to download and use it. The app
will notify you of alerts in your area and
connect you with our control rooms for
any assistance,” he said.

“As of this morning, around 280 roads
remained blocked. Over 1,100 electricity
supply schemes were disrupted. Nearly
600 water supply schemes were affected.
Restoration efforts are underway across

the state,” Rana said.
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