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Few figures in modern Indian history
have been as persistently misrepresented
as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, particularly in cer-
tain quarters where his legacy is viewed
with suspicion or hostility. Among some
vocal critics, especially from Punjab, a
range of allegations have gained traction.
These include the charge that he sought
to subsume Sikhism under Hinduism
through Article 25 of the Constitution
and the Hindu Code Bill, allegedly with
the ulterior motive of erasing Sikh iden-
tity, traditions, and culture. Some go so
far as to accuse him of being anti-Punjab
and blame him for the partition of Pun-
jab and its tragic aftermath, citing his
1940 work Pakistan or the Partition of In-
dia - referred to dismissively and inaccu-
rately as an ‘article’ - as evidence of culpa-
bility.

Further claims allege that Explanation
[T under Article 25 was inserted clandes-
tinely by Dr. Ambedkar after the Con-
stitution had been approved by the Con-
stituent Assembly, and that two Sikh
members’ refusal to sign the Constitution
was a symbolic protest. Some even go so
far as to question Ambedkar’s own iden-
tity, falsely asserting that he was not from
the oppressed classes but an upper-caste
Hindu, and that he was a supporter of
Manu Smriti, allegedly seeking to impose
its principles on Sikhs through the Hin-
du Code without consulting them or se-
curing their participation. The absence of
a Sikh member on the Hindu Code Bill
Drafting Committee and the opposition
from some Sikh leaders in Parliament are
often cited to support this narrative.

It is further claimed that Dr. Ambed-
kar, not the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), was the one who sought to
impose a Hindu Rashtra through a uni-
form Hindu code. His conversion to Bud-
dhism is dismissed as a mere political
stunt, and the constitutional safeguards
for the Scheduled Castes and Tribes, in-
cluding reservations, are mischaracter-
ized as tools of their entrapment rather
than empowerment.

These narratives culminate in the al-
legation that Dr. Ambedkar was forced
to resign as Law Minister and MP due
to strong Sikh opposition to the Hindu
Code Bill, which supposedly aimed to de-
stroy Sikhism by stealthily bringing Sikhs
under Hindu law.

This article seeks to critically exam-
ine these allegations and distortions in
the light of historical records, Constitu-
ent Assembly debates, parliamentary pro-
ceedings, and Dr. Ambedkar’s own writ-
ings and speeches. It aims to uncover the
true intent and constitutional rationale
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behind Article 25, especially Explanation
I, and the Hindu Code Bill, while assess-
ing Dr. Ambedkar’s role as a principled
reformer and constitutionalist committed
to the vision of “One India, One Nation”
founded on the democratic ideals of lib-
erty, equality, fraternity, justice, and dig-
nity for all.

The charge that Dr. Ambedkar sought
to subsume Sikhism under Hinduism
through Article 25 and the Hindu Code
Bill, with the ulterior motive of eradicat-
ing Sikh identity, traditions, and culture,
reflects a serious misreading and mis-
representation of both the constitution-
al provisions themselves and of the spir-
it that informed their framing. It distorts
the purpose of Explanation II under Ar-
ticle 25 and the legislative intent behind
the Hindu Code Bill, while undermin-
ing the vision of the Constituent Assem-
bly and Constitution’s chief architect, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, who was acutely con-
scious of Indias religious plurality and
committed to safeguarding the rights of
all communities. Far from undermining
any community’s identity, Ambedkar’s
Constitution sought to ensure equality
before law and access to public religious
institutions without doctrinal imposi-
tion. Explanation I explicitly affirms that
Sikhism is a distinct and autonomous re-
ligion recognizing, for instance, the right
of Sikhs to wear and carry the kirpan as
part of their religious profession. This
recognition alone refutes the claim of any
attempt to subsume Sikhism. Thus, Ex-
planation II must be understood in its
limited legalistic sense, and not as a de-
nial of religious identity but as a constitu-
tional mechanism to deliver inclusive jus-
tice. It upholds, rather than weakens, the
commitment to religious freedom and
equality. In

fact, it reflects Dr. Ambedkar’s deep-
er constitutional vision rooted in unity
in diversity, and in securing dignity and
rights for all, irrespective of religious af-
filiation.

To appreciate the true intent of these
provisions, one must go beyond literalism
and examine the constitutional philoso-
phy that shaped them. Explanation II un-
der Article 25 states: In sub-clause (b) of
clause (2), the reference to Hindus shall
be construed as including a reference to
persons professing the Sikh, Jaina or Bud-
dhist religion, and the reference to Hindu
religious institutions shall be construed
accordingly” Sub-clause (b) of clause (2)
states that nothing in this article shall
prevent the State providing for social wel-
fare and reform or the throwing open of
Hindu religious institutions of a pub-

mbedkar and the Sikhs -

lic character to all classes and sections of
Hindus. The careful and objective anal-
ysis of the Article and Explanations re-
veals that inclusion of the Sikh, Jain and
Buddhist in the term Hindu is not theo-
logical but legal and contextual. It ensures
that beneficial legislations particularly
those dealing with temple entry, person-
al laws and religious endowments extend
to these communities who historically
shared social practices with Hindus. This
was a conscious decision to allow the ap-
plication of reform laws like the Hindu
Code Bills to these communities without
needing separate legislation for each. The
intention was not to homogenize these
religious communities but to enable in-
clusive social reforms without infringing
on their religious autonomy:.

The original draft Article 19 that be-
came 25 in the final Constitution was ex-
tensively debated in the Constituent As-
sembly on 3rd and 6th December 19481
by members including Prime Minister
Jawahar Lal Nehru, T. T. Krishanamach-
ari, K.M. Munshi, Prof. K.T. Shah, Al-
ladi Krishnaswamy Iyer, Dr. Ambedkar,
and others. Prof. K.T. Shah suggested to
add Jain, Buddhist, or Christian after the
word “Hindu” in sub-clause (2) of arti-
cle 19. He argued that the possibility of
all religious institutions being accessible
and open for all communities would pro-
mote harmony and brotherhood amongst
the peoples following various forms of
beliefs in this country. Some members
expressed fear that it could be perceived
as an attempt to undermine the indepen-
dent religious identities of these com-
munities. In response, Dr. Ambedkar
clarified that the inclusion was not theo-
logical, but socio-legal. He made it clear
that the definition was a matter of prac-
tical jurisprudence, not of spiritual ho-
mogenization. Explanation II as incorpo-
rated in the final Constitution emerged
from intense constitutional deliberations
with Dr. Ambedkar’s legal acumen guid-
ing the Assembly through the complexi-
ties of religious classification, legal plural-
ism, and social justice. The allegation that
Explanation II was clandestinely insert-
ed by Dr. Ambedkar does not stand the
test of historical scrutiny. It overlooks the
transparent and rigorous deliberations of
the Constituent Assembly. Such a charge
appears to be based more on conjecture
than on credible evidence. The Consti-
tution was formally adopted on 26 No-
vember 1949, and the final manuscript in
flowing italics containing Explanation II
was handwritten by Prem Behari Naray-
en Raizada (Saxena) and completed on
24 January 1950. It was then signed by
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284 members of the Constituent Assem-
bly. The sequence of events clearly reflects
the transparency and collective endorse-
ment of every provision, including Expla-
nation II.

It is true that two Sikh members of
the Constituent Assembly - Sardar Bhu-
pinder Singh Mann and Sardar Hukam
Singh (originally from the Shiromani
Akali Dal who joined the Congress Par-
ty subsequently) registered their strong
objections to the Constitution and de-
clined to sign it, citing various concerns,
including the perceived failure to ade-
quately protect Sikh identity and rights.
However, it is equally important to recog-
nize that five other Sikh members, name-
ly, Sardar Baldev Singh, Gurmukh Singh
Musafir, Joginder Singh, Ranjit Singh,
and Suchet Singh Aujla did sign the Con-
stitution, thereby endorsing its principles.
Moreover, both Sardar Hukam Singh
and Sardar Bhupinder Singh Mann con-
tinued to actively participate in India’s
democratic and constitutional frame-
work. Hukam Singh went on to serve as
Deputy Speaker and then Speaker of the
first three Lok Sabhas, and later as Gov-
ernor of Rajasthan - positions that reflect
his acceptance of and contribution to the
constitutional order. Likewise, Bhupinder
Singh Mann became the finance minister
of the then PEPSU (Patiala and East Pun-
jab States Union) State. Their later public
service under the Constitution suggests
that while they may have initially voiced
objections, they ultimately affirmed their
commitment to India’s constitutional de-
mocracy.

The issue was again discussed at
length during the debates on the Hindu
Code Bill, which was applicable to Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, and any oth-
er person who was not a Muslim, Chris-
tian, Parsi, or Jew by religion.2. The aim
of the Bill was to codify the rules of Hin-
du law, which were scattered across in-
numerable decisions of the High Courts
and the Privy Council. These decisions
formed a bewildering motley for the
common man and led to frequent liti-
gation. The Government was, therefore,
bound to examine every social institu-
tion that existed and see whether it sat-
isfied principles of liberty, equality, and
fraternity as enshrined in the Constitu-
tion. It was necessary to liberate Hindu
women from the perpetual bondage and
empower them socially and economical-
ly as equal citizens of free India. Original-
ly, the Bill sought to modify and codify
the law relating to matters such as wom-
en’s rights to property, succession, inher-
itance, marriage, divorce, maintenance,
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adoption, minority, and guardianship.
3 However, due to time constraints, the
Prime Minister decided to confine the
Bill to “Marriage and Divorce” only. .

Sikh members, Sardar Hukam Singh
and Sardar Bhupinder Singh Mann, ob-
jected to the clubbing of Sikhs with Hin-
dus, arguing that it diluted Sikh identity
and amounted to religious assimilation
under Hinduism. Sardar Hukam Singh
pointed out that in Punjab, custom was
the primary rule of law in matters such
as divorce, marriage, succession, inher-
itance, and wills. The Sikhs solemnized
marriages under the Anand Marriage
Act, 1909, in which degrees of prohibited
relationships were not strictly observed.
He feared that customary practices and
the Anand Marriage would be rendered
invalid under the proposed Bill. .

Sardar Bhupinder Singh Mann urged
that Sikhs should be excluded from the
Hindu Code, asserting that their secu-
lar customs regarding succession, prop-
erty rights of women, marriage, divorce,
and dowry were far more progressive and
liberal than the proposed retrograde pro-
visions of the Bill. He quoted the distin-
guished judge, Dr. Tek Chand, who not-
ed that Jats, particularly Sikh Jats, held
very liberal views on marriage-related
matters. B.S. Mann insisted that the pro-
posed law effectively amounted to a con-
version law for the Sikhs. He moved an
amendment accordingly and complained
that no Sikh member had been included
in the Select Committee on the Bill, nor
was Sikh opinion ever consulted on this
vital matter. He emphasized that all seven
Sikh members in the House had opposed
the Bill, and the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) had also
expressed its opposition. He maintained
that Sikhs were not Hindus and were not
governed, to any significant extent, by
Hindu law. .

In reply, Dr. Ambedkar said that it
was perfectly legitimate for anybody to
put forth his view point, but the tone of
Sardar B.S. Mann’s speech was very hurt-
ful and very repugnant. He pointed out
that the clause 2 relating to the applica-
tion of the Code to Hindus, Jains, Bud-
dhists, Sikhs, and others had been dis-
cussed for seven days. About thirty
amendments to the clause were moved,
extensively debated, and the clause, as
amended, was passed by the House on
20th September 1951. He noted that it
was unparalleled in the history of past
legislative assemblies that a single clause
was deliberated upon for so long.

Regarding the objections raised by
Sardar B.S. Mann and Sardar Hukam
Singh, Dr. Ambedkar explained that the
application of Hindu law and the Hindu
Code to these communities was a his-
torical development. Judicial decisions
had long established that, with respect to
Hindus, custom would override the text
of the Smritis. The Privy Council had ad-
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dressed the issue before 1830 and deter-
mined that Sikhs were to be treated as
Hindus for legal purposes. Sardar Hukam
Singh himself admitted that this had nev-
er been in doubt.

Dr. Ambedkar further stated that his-
torically, all legislation amending Hindu

personal law had been applied to com-
munities judicially recognized as part
of the Hindu fold - namely Buddhists,
Jains, and Sikhs. Pandit Govind Malavi-
ya, participating in the debate, noted that
while Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism
were distinct religions, they had originat-
ed from Hinduism and were part of its
broader cultural sphere. Therefore, there
was no need to mention them separately.

Addressing the claim that Sikhs were
not consulted, Dr. Ambedkar stated that
religious consultation had not been a fea-
ture of legislative practice. Nonetheless,
in this case, consultation had occurred.
The Hindu Code Bill was based on the
recommendations of the Rau Committee
(1941), which had widely publicized its
proposals and conducted public hearings
across India. .

During its visit to Lahore, Justice Teja
Singh submitted a statement as a High
Court judge without objecting to the ap-
plication of the Code to Sikhs. Sardar
Harnam Singh, a judge of the Punjab
High Court, also raised no objections.
Likewise, Sardar Igbal Singh, a law-
yer, did not oppose the Bill. Only Sardar
Waryam Singh, Secretary of the Aka-
li Darbar, voiced objections, arguing that
Sikhs were more liberal in their customs.
After the Rau Committee’s report, the Bill
was introduced in April 1947 and circu-
lated among provincial governments. The
Punjab Government consulted the judi-
ciary, administration, and religious orga-
nizations. Only one - a Hindu organiza-
tion, responded. . In the light of this, the
claim that Sikh opinion was not consult-
ed does not stand up to the evidence on
record.

Dr. Ambedkar also clarified in the
House that Sardar B.S. Mann’s private
concern had been about the Anand Mar-
riage ceremony. He had assured Mann
that the Anand Marriage Act would not
be abrogated. Regarding Punjabs cus-
tomary law, Ambedkar argued that it
was, in essence, Hindu law in a simpli-
fied form. The Bill did not abolish cus-
toms but only restricted the creation of
new ones. Addressing the judgment by
Dr. Bakshi Tek Chand, Ambedkar clar-
ified that the legal question was wheth-
er a marriage between a Jat Sikh and a
Mazhabi Sikh was valid. The court had
held that both were Shudras under Shas-
tric law and thus, their marriage was le-
gally valid. 1. Given these documented
facts, the objections raised by the critics
appear unfounded.

The assertion that Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar was an upper-caste Hindu who sup-
ported the Manu Smriti, and sought to

impose Manus laws on Sikhs through
the Hindu Code while allegedly aiming
to establish a Hindu Rashtra, is patently
false and contrary to documented facts.
These critics seem not to have consulted
the vast literature available on the subject
before making such sweeping and un-
founded claims. Dr. Ambedkar was born
into an untouchable community and was
treated as such throughout his life. He
fought tirelessly against caste oppression,
dedicating his life to the annihilation of
untouchability, caste, and caste-based
discrimination. To understand the falsity
of such allegations, one must read his au-
tobiographical account Waiting for a Visa
11, along with authoritative biographies,
Constituent Assembly and Parliamenta-
ry debates, and his voluminous Writings
and Speeches.

The allegation that it was not the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), but
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar who intended to im-
pose a Hindu Rashtra through a uniform
Hindu Code, is entirely divorced from
reality; it is more a work of imagination
than of evidence. Had the critics taken
the trouble to consult the extensive liter-
ature, debates, and Dr. Ambedkar’s own
writings, particularly “The Philosophy of
Hinduism’ (BAWS, Vol. 3), ‘Annihilation
of Caste’ (BAWS, Vol. 1), ‘Riddles of Hin-
duism’ (BAWS, Vol. 4), and “‘Who Were
the Shudras and Who Were the Untouch-
ables?” (BAWS, Vol. 7), they would not
have even contemplated such a claim, let
alone made it.

Dr. Ambedkar emphatically rejected
the Hindu social order as propagated in
the Vedas, Smritis, and Puranas. He not
only denounced Manu Smriti, but sharp-
ly criticized the entire corpus of Hindu
scriptures for upholding a rigid and un-
just social hierarchy. For him, the true
path to social reform lay in the annihi-
lation of caste and the rejection of the
sanctity of Hindu Shastras. He declared:
“If you wish to bring about a breach in
the system, then you have got to apply
the dynamite to the Vedas and the Shas-
tras, which deny any part to reason and
moralityXcNothing else will prevail.” 12

A devotee of Buddha, Kabir and
Phule,
self-respect, and character, Dr. Ambed-

and worshipper of learning,
kar represented an ideal personality and
a leader of high moral character. He en-
capsulated his social philosophy in three
powerful words ‘Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity’13 His lifelong struggle was
devoted to establishing a democratic, sec-
ular, and egalitarian society, and to build-
ing India as a strong nation of one peo-
ple. This vision culminated in the

drafting of the Indian Constitution, a
document he fathered with these princi-
ples at its core. To label such a man as a
proponent of a ‘Hindu Rashtra’ is not just
false - it reflects an ulterior, malicious in-
tent.

The claim that Dr. Ambedkar was a
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supporter and promoter of Manu Smriti,
and that he intended to enforce it upon
the Sikhs through the Hindu Code, is ei-
ther an expression of ignorance or delib-
erate misrepresentation. He unequivo-
cally condemned Manu Smriti. He wrote:
“There is no code of laws more infamous
regarding social rights than the Laws of
Manu. Any instance from anywhere of
social injustice must pale before it.” He
viewed Manu Smriti as the ideological
core of orthodox Hinduism, a doctrine
that in his words was: “inimical to equal-
ity, antagonistic to liberty, and opposed
to fraternity. He further denounced it
as “unhuman and unmoral,” and said its
chaturvarnya theory “deadens, paralyses,
and cripples the people from helpful ac-
tivity. Considering Manu Smriti a sym-
bol of injustice, cruelty, and inequality,
Dr. Ambedkar and his followers made a
bonfire of it on 25th December 1927 at
Mahad. 14 In light of such facts, it is difh-
cult to take the critics’ assertions serious-
ly, much less accept them.

Assertions that Dr. Ambedkar never
genuinely intended to convert to Sikhism;
that his adoption of Buddhism was mere-
ly a political move; that constitutional
safeguards and reservations were tools of
entrapment rather than empowerment;
and that he remained a Hindu until death
- all contradict well-documented evi-
dence. Firstly, Dr. Ambedkar considered
religious conversion seriously only after
the Yeola Conference (13 October 1935),
not in 1930 as claimed. At this landmark
conference, he made the famous declara-
tion: “Unfortunately, I was born a Hindu
untouchable. It was beyond my power to
prevent that. But it is within my power to
refuse to live under ignoble and humiliat-
ing conditions. I solemnly assure you that
[ will not die a Hindu.” 15

He always regarded the Depressed
Classes as a distinct social group sepa-
rate from Hindus, and deserving of in-
dependent representation in the framing
of India’s Constitution. This was afirmed
when he and Dewan Bahadur R. Srini-
vasan were invited to the Round Table
Conference by the British Government.
Their separate status was formally recog-
nized in the Communal Award of Sep-
tember 1931, which granted them sep-
arate electorates at par with Muslims,
Sikhs, and Christians.

Dr. Ambedkar fulfilled his vow on
14 October 1956 by publicly embrac-
ing Buddhism at Nagpur. More than five
lakhs of his followers embraced Bud-
dhism alongside him. The twenty-two
vows he administered on the occasion
explicitly rejected Hindu gods and rituals,
underscoring the sincerity and depth of
his spiritual transformation. In a historic
address lasting over an hour on 15 Octo-
ber, he declared that Hinduism was a ru-
inous religion and that no one could truly
prosper under it. He asserted that under
the egalitarian principles of Buddhism,
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individuals, the nation, and the world at

large could flourish. He emphasized that
world peace was unattainable without
justice, and that Buddhism, being found-
ed on the principle of justice, would serve
as the savior of humanity.16

To say that he never truly considered
conversion to Sikhism or that his con-
version to Buddhism was merely politi-
cal, is to willfully disregard history. After
his Yeola declaration, representatives of
many religions, including Sikhism ap-
proached him. He seriously explored
Sikhism as a viable path for his people.
At Nasik, he expressed interest in inte-
grating his people into a strong, orga-
nized Sikh religion. Addressing the Un-
touchable Youths’ Conference in Poona
on 12.13 January 1936, which was large-
ly attended by people from Hindu, Mus-
lim, and Sikh communities, he declared
his firm resolve to convert, even God, he
said, could not dissuade him. Later that
evening he attended a Sikh Bhajan-Kirtan
event where Sikh leaders invited him for-
mally to their faith.7

Dr. Ambedkar attended the Sikh Mis-
sion Conference at Amritsar on 13-14
April 1936. Many Sikhs and Depressed
Classes’ people from various provinces
attended. Addressing the conference Dr.
Ambedkar praised the Sikh principles of
equality. He even sent his son Yashwant
Rao and nephew Mukund Rao to the
Golden Temple, Amritsar for a month
and half -long study.18.

After deep reflection and consulta-
tions with colleagues from various prov-
inces, Dr. Ambedkar initially resolved
to adopt Sikhism. Some of his associates
advised him to engage with the Hindu
Mahasabha, pointing out that Sikhism
was widely regarded as culturally affili-
ated with Hinduism and that Sikhs were
eligible for Mahasabha membership. Dr.
B.S. Moonje, then President of the Hin-
du Mahasabha, met Dr. Ambedkar at
his Bombay residence, Rajagriha, on 18
June 1936. They held an in-depth dis-
cussion on the implications of conver-
sion to Sikhism. Ambedkar’s views were
later summarized in a written statement,
which received the approval of both Dr.
Moonje and even Shankaracharya Kurta-
koti. Ambedkar argued that even from a
Hindu standpoint, Sikhism was the most
acceptable alternative, as it shared cul-
tural traditions with Hinduism and could
contribute to the political advancement
of the country. Despite opposition from
Gandhi and other leaders, Dr. Ambed-
kar continued his engagement with the
Sikh Mission. He sent thirteen follow-
ers to Amritsar for further study and re-
mained in active communication with
Sikh leaders. An agreement was even
reached to establish a college in Bombay
for the upliftment of the Depressed Class-
es. However, due to emerging differenc-
es between Ambedkar and the Sikh Mis-
sion, the understanding ultimately fell
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Though Dr. Ambedkar
ly chose Buddhism for a variety of rea-

ultimate-

sons, he remained deeply impressed by
the philosophy of Guru Nanak and the
teachings in the Holy Guru Granth Sa-
hib. In his undelivered 1936 speech (later
published as Annihilation of Caste) to the
Lahore Conference of the Jat Pat Todak
Mandal, he declared: “You must not only
discard the Shastras; you must deny their
authority, as did Buddha and Nanak. You
must take the stand that Buddha and
Guru Nanak took.” 20

The shared
equality, and democracy in both Bud-

values of humanism,
dhism and Sikhism are reflected in the
Preamble - the soul of the Indian Consti-
tution drafted by Dr. Ambedkar. Consid-
ering these facts, the allegation that his
conversion was a political stunt or that
he had no real interest in Sikhism utterly
collapses.

The assertion that constitutional safe-
guards, including reservations for Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, are
tools of social entrapment rather than
instruments of liberation and empower-
ment reflects a profound misunderstand-
ing of their purpose. It also undermines
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
to uplift the marginalized and secure for

lifelong struggle

them a life of dignity, equality, and jus-
tice. The constitutional provisions for the
abolition of untouchability, the guaran-
tee of fundamental rights, the Directive
Principles of State Policy, and affirmative
action, including reservations, are not
instruments of division.they are power-
ful tools of social transformation. These
measures aim to realize the Constitution’s
vision of a just and inclusive society, and
to forge a truly unified nation. “one peo-
ple, one nation” While it is true that
casteism continues to be a formidable
obstacle despite the legal abolition of un-
touchability, tangible progress is evident.
The rigidity of caste boundaries is grad-
ually weakening; inter-caste marriages,
shared dining, and social integration are
increasingly common across the country.
A notable shift in public consciousness is
underway, particularly among the youth,
who are more liberal, egalitarian, and re-
ceptive to constitutional values. If this
trajectory continues, the constitutional
ideals of equality, fraternity, dignity, and
justice will not remain distant aspirations
but will become lived realities.

The allegation that Dr. Ambedkar was
anti-Punjab and responsible for the par-
tition of Punjab and the creation of Paki-
stan, thereby causing untold miseries to
its people, is rooted either in blatant ig-
norance, a misunderstanding of historical
facts, or a deliberate distortion of truth.
The idea of a separate Muslim homeland
in British India, which eventually culmi-
nated in the formation of Pakistan, did
not originate with Dr. Ambedkar. It was
first articulated by Sir Muhammad Igbal

(Allama Igbal) in his presidential ad-
dress to the All-India Muslim League at
its Lucknow session in December 1930.
However, the League did not formally
adopt the proposal at that time. The con-
cept was later expanded and named “Pa-
kistan” by Rehmat Ali, M.A., LL.B., in
1933. He launched the Pakistan Move-
ment and envisioned a separate, indepen-
dent state comprising five Muslim-ma-
jority  provinces.Punjab, North-West
Frontier Province (NWEFP), Kashmir,
Sindh, and Baluchistan. The rest, in his
view, constituted “Hindustan.”

The idea gained political traction
when the Muslim League passed its land-
mark Lahore Resolution on 26 March
1940, calling for the creation of “inde-
pendent States” in the northwest - Pun-
jab, NWEFP, Sindh, Baluchistan, and the
east - Bengal, outside the framework of
British India. This demand was based on
the League’s assertion that Muslims were
a distinct nation. 21

Dr. Ambedkar, though deeply com-
mitted to the cause of social justice and
the upliftment of the downtrodden, was
also an astute political thinker who un-
derstood that political independence
was essential for building a just society.
However, he also recognized that inde-
pendence could not be achieved without
resolving the communal deadlock, es-
pecially the demand for Pakistan, which
had become the greatest obstacle to In-
dia’s unity and constitutional future. In
response to this growing demand, Dr.
Ambedkar wrote a thoroughly researched
and analytical treatise in December 1940
titled Thoughts on Pakistan - not a mere
article, as critics falsely claim. In this
work, he critically examined the ratio-
nale, implications, and potential conse-
quences of the partition proposal. As he
clarified, the purpose of the book was not
to advocate for or against Pakistan, but
“to assist the student of Pakistan to come
to his own conclusions.” 22

The treatise garnered significant atten-
tion among political leaders, academics,
and policymakers, prompting Ambedkar
to publish two expanded editions in 1945
and 1946 under the revised title Pakistan
or the Partition of India: The Indian Po-
litical What’s What. These later editions
went beyond the idea of Pakistan to in-
clude a comprehensive analysis of Indian
political history, communal tensions, and
the constitutional challenges confronting
India.

In the preface to the revised edition,
Dr. Ambedkar remarked: “The book ap-
pears to have supplied a real want. I have
seen how the thoughts, ideas, and ar-
guments contained in it have been pil-
laged by authors, politicians, and editors
of newspapers to support their sides. I
am glad that the book has been of ser-
vice to the Indians who are faced with
the knotty problem of Pakistan. The fact
that Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah in their
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recent talks cited the book as an authori-
ty on the subject which might be consult-
ed with advantage bespeaks the worth of
the book.” He further stated: “The book
is more than a mere treatise on Pakistan.
It is an analytical presentation of Indian
history and Indian politics in their com-
munal aspects... so large and varied that
it might well be called the Indian Political
What's What.”23

To Dr. Ambedkar, the attitudes of
both Hindu and Muslim leadership to-
ward the Pakistan question were far from
rational. Each side remained deeply en-
trenched in its own sentiments, result-
ing in a prolonged deadlock that indef-
initely delayed Indias independence.
In contrast, millions of thoughtful Indi-
ans longed for a practical, balanced res-
olution to the communal impasse. Dr.
Ambedkar was among them.

After reflecting deeply on the issue
for over three years, he arrived at cer-
tain conclusions and proposed a compre-
hensive scheme, presented in the form
of a draft Act of Parliament, to break the
communal deadlock. He maintained that
the Pakistan question was fundamental-
ly one of self-determination and must be
resolved by ascertaining the will of the
people. To this end, he proposed a pleb-
iscite of both Muslims and non-Muslims
in the Muslim-majority provinces. If a
majority of Muslims opted for separa-
tion, a neutral and internationally com-
posed Boundary Commission would be
tasked with redrawing provincial borders
along ethnic and cultural lines. Based on
the plebiscite results, the territories favor-
ing secession would form Pakistan, and
separate Constituent Assemblies would
be constituted for both Pakistan and
Hindustan to draft their respective con-
stitutions. The two independent states
would begin functioning from a mutually
agreed date.

Ambedkar’s scheme also included a
flexible provision: those opting for Paki-
stan would have the right to return to In-
dia after ten years, and vice versa. If the
majority were not immediately in favor of
separation, a united central government
would continue for a ten-year interim pe-
riod, after which the question could be
revisited through

another plebiscite. His intention was
not to force a decision but to allow space
for reflection and future reconciliation.
While Dr. Ambedkar did not explicitly
advocate either for or against Partition,
he believed that if Muslims truly desired
Pakistan, they should be allowed to expe-
rience it. Any reunification that followed
such an experience, he argued, would be
more stable and enduring.

He made it clear that the purpose of
his treatise was not to impose his views
but to present a factual, balanced, and
thoroughly reasoned analysis to enable
readers to form their own judgments on
the critical issue of “Pakistan or no Paki-
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stan.” 24

These facts make it abundantly clear
that, far from being responsible for Par-
tition or being anti-Punjab, Dr. Ambed-
kar emerged as a voice of reason and re-
alism. His contribution was not divisive
but a sincere attempt to offer a sober, ev-
idence-based framework to address a
deepening national crisis - one that many
others were either ignoring or evading.

The claim that Dr. Ambedkar was
forced to resign as Law Minister and
from Parliament due to strong Sikh op-
position to the Hindu Code Bill, is pa-
tently false and misleading. To begin
with, while Dr. Ambedkar did resign
from his position as Law Minister, he
did not resign from Parliament. In his
statement dated 10 October 1951, Dr.
Ambedkar clearly articulated the reasons
behind his resignation from the Cabi-
net. Among these were the underutiliza-
tion of his talent and legal expertise, the
government’s inadequate attention to
the pressing concerns of the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Backward
Classes, dissatisfaction with the direction
of foreign policy, and his exclusion from
important Cabinet Committees. How-
ever, as Dr. Ambedkar himself empha-
sized, these were largely personal and the
least considerations. The principal and
most compelling reason for his resigna-
tion was the governments mishandling
of the Hindu Code Bill.a measure he re-
garded as a historic opportunity for social
reform, which was being systematically
sidelined and ultimately sacrificed for po-
litical expediency.

The Hindu Code Bill was introduced
in the House on 11 April 1947. After a
prolonged life of four years, it languished.
Passed only in part, with four clauses and
the Bill was eventually shelved. For an
entire year, it was not even referred to a

Select Committee. Although the Select
Committee’s report was taken up on 19
December 1949, no time was allocated
for its discussion in 1950. When clause-
wise discussion resumed on 5 February
1951, only three days were devoted to it.
It was taken up again briefly on 17 Sep-
tember 1951.

Then, in a surprising move, the Prime
Minister proposed that only the sec-
tions dealing with Marriage and Divorce
be passed.effectively abandoning the re-
maining provisions due to supposed time
constraints. This came as a bolt from the
blue to Dr. Ambedkar. He began to feel
that, although the Prime Minister was
sincere in words, he lacked the political
will and resolve to see the Bill through.
More powerful members of the Cabi-
net had pushed their legislative priorities
ahead of this crucial social reform.

Dr. Ambedkar regarded the Hin-
du Code Bill as the most significant so-
cial reform legislation ever attempted by
the Indian legislature. In his words: “To
leave inequality between class and class,
between sex and sex, which is the soul of
Hindu society.untouched and to go on
passing legislation relating to economic
problems is to make a farce of our Con-
stitution and to build a palace on a dung
heap. This is the significance I attach to
the Hindu Code.”

The Prime Minister had earlier as-
sured the passage of the Bill on multiple
occasions.on 28 November 1949, 19 De-
cember 1949, and again on 26 September
1951. When these assurances ultimate-
ly went unfulfilled, Dr. Ambedkar, stay-
ing true to his convictions and principles,
tendered his resignation from the Cabi-
net on 27 September 1951.an act of integ-
rity, moral courage, and principled pro-
test. 25

Considering these facts and historical
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records, the claim that Sikh opposition
led to his resignation is baseless. It ap-
pears to be a deliberate distortion of his-
tory, intended to malign Dr. Ambedkar’s
legacy.

It is pertinent to note that although
the Hindu Code Bill was not enacted
during Dr. Ambedkar’s
Minister, its essence was eventually re-

tenure as Law

alized through four landmark legisla-
tions: The Hindu Marriage Act (1955),
The Hindu Succession Act (1956), The
Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act
(1956), and The Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act (1956). These Acts,
like the Hindu Code Bill, applied uni-
formly to Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and
Sikhs. Notably, those who vehemently
opposed the Hindu Code Bill and criti-
cized Dr. Ambedkar have since remained
silent on the inclusion of Sikhs under the
term “Hindu” in these statutes - an omis-
sion that exposes their selective outrage
and underlying prejudice. Such criticism
appears less about principles and more
about political or sectarian motives.

A true egalitarian, Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar was not only the chief architect of
the Indian Constitution but also a glob-
al thinker, an erudite scholar, a profound
humanist, a tireless advocate for the mar-
ginalized, an ardent democrat and a pa-
triot. In his own words and actions, he
lived by the creed of being “an Indian first
and an Indian last” His vision continues
to guide India’s journey toward justice,
liberty, equality, and fraternity.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contributions to
the making of modern India are too pro-
found to be eclipsed by politically moti-
vated distortions or sectarian narratives.
His vision was rooted in justice, equality,
and rationality - principles that continue
to shape India’s constitutional democracy.
Far from being an architect of division,
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he was a voice of reason amid the chaos
of partition, a tireless champion of the
oppressed, and the principal force behind
some of the most progressive social legis-
lation in India’s history. To misrepresent
his efforts is not only a disservice to his
legacy but a betrayal of the very constitu-
tional values he enshrined. It is impera-
tive that the younger generation engages
with his ideas in their true spirit, beyond
the fog of propaganda, and commits to
building the inclusive and egalitarian In-
dia that Dr. Ambedkar so valiantly envi-
sioned.
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