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The sacrifices made by Sri Guru Go-
bind Singh Ji and his entire family stand
unparalleled in world history. There is
no other example in human civilization
where three successive generations sacri-
ficed their lives for the protection of faith,
righteousness, and humanity. When we
reflect upon the martyrdom of the Sahib-
zadas, it becomes clear that such an ex-
ample neither existed in the past nor can
be expected in the future. At the tender
age of nine, Guru Gobind Singh Ji guid-
ed his father, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji,
to sacrifice himself for the protection of
religious freedom. Later, after the mar-
tyrdom of all four of his sons, Guru Ji de-
clared:

Char Mue Toh Kya Hua JIvat kai Haz-
ar “What if four are gone? Thousands still
live on.”

This was not merely a statement but a
timeless message of resilience and mor-
al courage for humanity.Renowned Hin-
di poet Maithili Sharan Gupt wrote about
the martyrdom of the younger Sahibza-
das:

“A nation whose children can make
such sacrifices,

Regardless of its present, its future is
destined to be great.”

Veer Bal Diwas - Beyond a Name

The Government of India’s decision to
observe 26 December as Veer Bal Diwas
since 2022 is commendable. While Sikh
institutions have suggested observing it
as Sahibzada Shaheedi Diwas, the sacri-
fice of the Sahibza-
das transcends all
titles and nomencla-

ture.
Not only the Sa-
hibzadas, but the

martyrdom of Sri
Guru Tegh Baha-
dur Ji, Bhai Mati Das
Ji, and Mata Gujri
Ji represents one of the greatest sacrific-
es ever made for the survival of Sikh and
Hindu faiths. The very existence of these
faiths today is rooted in these supreme
sacrifices.

Mata Gujri Ji and the Making of

Brave Souls

This article focuses on the lives and
martyrdom of the younger Sahibzadas—
Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh. Today’s
society urgently needs such inspiring val-
ues. We need grandmothers like Mata
Gujri Ji and children who learn life les-

sons through historical narratives instead
of screens.

Despite belonging to a royal lineage,
the Sahibzadas were raised with stories
of Sikh history, sacrifice, and duty to-
ward society. After being separated from
Guru Ji, they en-
dured hunger, cold,
and dangers of for-
ests along with their
grandmother,  yet
remained firm and
fearless.

Poet Allah Yar
Khan Jogi beauti-

fully captured their

spirit:

“When father returns victorious from
the battlefield,

We shall complain playfully—some-
times to mother, sometimes to brother.”

Betrayal of Gangu Brahmin

The betrayal by Gangu Brahmin sym-
bolizes human greed and moral down-
fall. Even today, a traitor is compared to
Gangu. Yet society also remembers noble
souls like Moti Ram Mehra, who risked
his life to provide milk to Mata Guijri Ji
and the Sahibzadas—proving that hu-

:  Dr. Sandeep :
: Ghand, Advocate:
. 9815139576

manity still sur-

Vives.
Martyrdom at
Sirhind

Despite tempta-
tions of wealth and

comfort by Nawab

Wazir Khan, the Sahibzadas remained
steadfast,
to righteousness. Ultimately, they were
bricked alive—an act that shook the
foundations of tyranny.

declaring their commitment

Upon hearing the news of their mar-
tyrdom, Mata Gujri Ji peacefully merged
with the Eternal, completing a saga of
three generations of sacrifice.

Relevance Today

In todays morally fragile world,
the courage of the Sahibzadas and the
strength of Mata Gujri Ji provide timeless
inspiration. Parents must introduce chil-
dren to Sikh history, values, and martyr-
dom sites like Sirhind and Thanda Burj,
so history is not just read—but felt.

Author

Dr. Sandeep Ghand, Advocate

Retired Officer, Government of India
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