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The Universal Legacy of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Tributes from India and the World

Former Chief Justice of India Ranga-
nath Misra described Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
as the chief architect of the Constitution
and a multi-faceted leader whose deter-
mined efforts led to the abolition of un-
touchability and the emancipation of the
backward classes. Justice O. Chinappa
Reddy, delivering the Dr. Ambedkar Me-
morial Lecture (1992), emphasized that
Ambedkars erudition and vision were
enshrined in the Indian Constitution -
an enduring symbol of his commitment
to democracy, secularism, and human
rights for the oppressed. A careful read-
ing of the Constituent Assembly debates
revealed not only Dr. Ambedkar’s pro-
found erudition and wisdom, but also his
steadfast commitment to the principles of
justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity en-
shrined in the Constitution’s Preamble.

Former Chief Justice of Bombay High
Court N.H.C. Coyajee remarked that ev-
ery article of the Constitution reflected
Dr. Ambedkar’s scholarship, skill, and re-
lentless labor. Prof. J.P. Mishra, head of
department of history of Banaras Hindu
University highlighted that Ambedkar’s
tireless work imbued the Constitution
with the ideals of liberty, equality, and
justice, shaping the political framework
of modern India.

Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia hailed Dr.
Ambedkar as a messiah of the untouch-
ables and a great nation-builder who
fought valiantly against caste discrimina-
tion to foster fraternity among Indians.
Madhu Limaye added that while Gand-
hi awakened the conscience of society,
Ambedkar stood as the true Mahatma -
an indefatigable warrior against injustice
and a towering Indian statesman. 11

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen hailed
Dr. Ambedkar as his “father in econom-
ics” acknowledging him as a champion of
the underprivileged, a pioneer in social
anthropology, and a visionary of a mul-
ticultural and egalitarian India. He em-
phasized Ambedkar’s lasting contribu-
tions to economic thought, social justice,
and constitutional rights - particularly his
fight against caste oppression and his ad-
vocacy for human dignity - which, Sen
noted, deserve far greater recognition.

Lord Mountbatten, the last Viceroy
of India, recalled that his admiration for
Dr. Ambedkar began in 1943 when he
served as Supreme Allied Commander,
South East Asia, and Ambedkar was the
Labor Member of the Viceroy’s Council,
championing liberty, equality, fraternity,
and fair working conditions. As Viceroy,
he strongly supported Jawaharlal Nehru's
proposal appointing Dr. Ambedkar as the
first Law Minister of independent India.
Mountbatten observed:

“I was even more pleased to agree to
his appointment Chairman of the Consti-
tution Drafting Committee and watched
with admiration the efficient way he pi-

loted the Constitution through the Con-
stituent Assembly. This was his magnif-
icent achievement. Yet, what remains
strongest in my mind is his constant
championing of the Scheduled Castes.
Having himself endured the fearful dis-
abilities imposed on his people, he stood
up for them against all opposition. He
disagreed violently with Mahatma Gand-
hi’s solution under the Poona Pact, which
he felt tied them

to the Congress Party. All in all, it
was a refreshing experience to know this
clear-sighted, brave fighter who has se-
cured an immortal niche in the history of
India.” 12

Former Prime Minister of UK. Mar-
garet Thatcher described Dr. Ambedkar
as a remarkable politician, lawyer, and in-
tellectual whose courage and determina-
tion in championing the most vulnerable

Ambedkar as “one of the six best brains
in India.” Ambedkar’s relentless struggle
against injustice, inequality, and untouch-
ability earned him a unique place in the
hearts of millions - becoming “Babasa-
heb,” the beloved liberator of the down-
trodden. 13

Columbia University, recognizing its
student Dr. Ambedkar’s role as framer
of the Indian Constitution, a great social
reformer and a valiant upholder of hu-
man rights conferred upon him an hon-
orary degree of Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) in
1952.14 A bronze bust of Ambedkar, in-
stalled at the university’s Lehman Library,
honors him as a distinguished alumnus.
Reflecting global admiration, former U.S.
President Barack Obama, in his 2010
address to the Indian Parliament, cit-
ed Ambedkar as an inspiring figure who
rose from disadvantage to help craft a

commu- constitu-
nities ?eft v 0 . e ST, U aE" & - tion that
a lasting guarantees
impact. HE AT 37k STsiia Hehed 3R &2l Haure arafdehar # sea gl the rights
The Con- e wen i AT " ' of all Indi-
stitution :?gz‘ig:iw%?gﬁ ans.

of In- citerdifres ToRTeY i v U Nu,
dia, she *gﬁmﬁﬁq&%m the Pre-
noted, <t nifsrg | . mier  of
stands as 3ifer @rd: € Rder 34e &t oot sifdw aig R @ e Ul S=1R oA S v, 'S Burma,
a fitting e {8 fo et o R T e hailed Dr.
tribute Ambed-

to his memory. Sri Lanka’s Prime Minis-
ter SSW.R.D. Bandaranaike similarly ac-
knowledged his vital role in the revival of
Buddhism in India.

Neil Kinnock, former leader of the
British Labor Party, hailed Ambedkar
as a great son of India and a global citi-
zen who, despite being born into a se-
verely disadvantaged community, fought
throughout his life for the rights of the
oppressed and for a democratic, secular
society where equality would be every
citizen’s birthright.

Dr. I.G. Patel, Director of the Lon-
don School of Economics (LSE), quot-
ed Professor Edwin Canon, who regard-
ed Ambedkar as “by far the ablest Indian
we ever had in my time.” Patel noted that
LSE proudly displays Ambedkar’s por-
trait as recognition of his distinguished
achievements. Sir Walter Adams, another
Director of LSE, recalled Ambedkar’s aca-
demic excellence - earning the rare D.Sc.
(Economics) in monetary economics,
and praised both his intellectual contri-
bution to the Constitution and his deci-
sive role in shaping modern India.

R.M. Summan, Councilor of Letch-
worth, described Babasaheb as not only
the emancipator of India’s oppressed but
also a towering international figure. Cit-
ing John Gunther’s Inside Asia, he noted
Ambedkar was ranked among the world’s
(six) greatest intellects. Beverly Nich-
ols, an eminent English journalist who
met him in 1945, similarly recognized

kar as one of the most illustrious leaders
of modern India - a visionary who helped
accelerate transformative social change
and gave millions hope for a better life.
Columbia University President William
J. McGill likewise praised Ambedkar’s
profound humanity and conviction that
all people, regardless of origin or oppor-
tunity, deserve equitable treatment. As
Chairman of the Drafting Committee, he
not only shaped India’s remarkable Con-
stitution but also elevated the aspirations
of the powerless. Like Mahatma Gandhi
- though in his own distinct way - his in-
fluence earned global respect far beyond
India’s borders. 15

Nelson Mandela acknowledged Dr.
Ambedkar as a powerful source of in-
spiration, affirming that South Africa’s
struggle for equality drew from Ambed-
kar’s efforts to transform Indian society.
He noted that the Indian Constitution
guided South Africa in framing its own,
expressing hope that their efforts would
reflect the ideals this “great son of India.”
Ambedkar’s lifelong commitment to so-
cial justice and the upliftment of the op-
pressed, Mandela said, remains worthy
of emulation. (Dhamma Bharat, 12 April
1990)

The list of distinguished Indian and
global personalities who have eulogized
Dr. Ambedkar’s extraordinary contribu-
tion to Indian society and humanity at
large is practically inexhaustible. To truly
comprehend the magnitude

of his role in shaping India into an
egalitarian and vibrant nation, one needs
to delve into his writings and speeches,
the Constituent Assembly Debates, and
the works of eminent national and inter-
national scholars.

The list of leading Indian and global
personalities eulogizing Dr. Ambedkar’s
contribution to the Indian society and
the humanity in general is inexhaustive.
One needs to go through his writings and
speeches, constituent Assembly debates
and works of other national and inter-
national scholars and writers to have the
real picture of Dr. Ambedkar’s contribu-
tion in establishing India as an egalitarian
society and pulsating nation.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s life and legacy
stand as a testament to his unwavering
courage, intellect, and vision. While he
faced criticism from opponents, such at-
tacks are unfounded considering his un-
paralleled contributions to social and
economic reform, the annihilation of
caste, and the framing of the Indian Con-
stitution - achievements that laid the
foundation for an egalitarian, democrat-
ic, and vibrant India. A guiding star for
India, and indeed for the destiny of hu-
manity, he illuminated the path toward
justice, dignity, and equality for all. His
ideals continue to offer the most power-
ful solutions to the social, economic, and
political challenges confronting the na-
tion and the humanity. Emulating Dr.
Ambedkar in both letter and spirit by his
followers and the people at large is essen-
tial to realizing the India he envisioned.
Truly, nothing can be a greater tribute to
him on his Maha Parinirvana Day than
faithfully upholding and practicing the
philosophy and ideals he devoted his life
to - ensuring that his radiant vision con-
tinues to illuminate India’s march toward
a just and humane society.

Reference: 1. BAWS, Vol.17/3,2023, p.
81; 2 Keer, 2016, p. 525; 3. BAWS, Vol.3,
p.66; Keer, 2016, p. 253; and BAWS, Vol.
17/3, 2023, p.95; 4. BAWS, Vol. 17/1,
p.66; 5. Keer, 2016, pp.340-341 and
BAWS, Vol. 17/3, 2023., p.233; 6. BAWS,
Vol.17/3, 2023, p. 410; 7. Last Few Years
of Dr. Ambedkar, Nanak Chand Rattu,
1997, pp- 141-143, 146; 8. Last Few Years
of Dr. Ambedkar, Nanak Chand Rat-
tu, 1997, pp. 143-145, 152; 9. Last Few
Years of Dr. Ambedkar, Nanak Chand
Rattu, 1997, pp. 146-148; 10. Last Few
Years of Dr. Ambedkar, Nanak Chand
Rattu, 1997, pp. 149-150, 153,154; 11.
Last Few Years of Dr. Ambedkar, Nanak
Chand Rattu, 1997, pp. 154 -156, 159,
161; 12. Last Few Years of Dr. Ambedkar,
Nanak Chand Rattu, 1997, pp. 257,258;
13. Last Few Years of Dr. Ambedkar,
Nanak Chand Rattu, 1997, pp. 258-261;
14. BAWS, Vol.17/3, 2023, p. 468; 15.
Last Few Years of Dr. Ambedkar, Nanak
Chand Rattu, 1997, p. 260,261
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