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The duty of governments is not lim-
ited to issuing traffic challans; it also in-
cludes making roads genuinely fit for ve-
hicular movement. India is facing a grave
road safety crisis in 2025, with nearly
160,000 deaths recorded due to road ac-
cidents—an alarming figure that reflects
systemic failure rather than individual
mistakes.

According to estimates, around
450,000 road accidents occurred in 2025
alone, marking a 4.3% increase compared
to 2024. India remains among the coun-
tries with the highest number of road ac-
cident fatalities in the world, and shock-
ingly, nearly 70% of these deaths are
linked to poor road conditions.

Roads soaked in blood are not the re-
sult of a single driver’s error; they are the
outcome of a negligent and unaccount-
able system. As long as laws apply strict-
ly to ordinary citizens while governments
and authorities escape responsibility,
road safety will remain nothing more
than a slogan. The time has come to rec-
ognize road safety not as a moral appeal,
but as a legal right.

A Systemic Crisis, Not Isolated

Incidents

Rapid motorization, lack of traffic dis-
cipline, broken and poorly maintained
roads, open manholes, incomplete con-
struction work, and stray animals roam-
ing freely on highways have turned In-
dian roads into daily death traps. Every
accident is not just a statistic—it destroys
families, livelihoods, and futures.

Road Safety Week or Road Safe-
ty Month should not be symbolic ritu-
als. They must serve as reminders of our
collective responsibility. Unfortunately,
during these campaigns, enforcement of-
ten remains limited to paperwork and
challans, while dangerous road condi-
tions remain unaddressed.

Large hoardings and flex banners fea-
turing political leaders are installed at
busy intersections in the name of aware-

Road Safety Is Not Just About
Fines, It Is About Saving Lives

ness. Ironically, these very hoardings of-
ten distract drivers and become caus-
es of accidents. Despite clear directions
from the Supreme Court and High
Courts prohibiting such obstructions,
these practices continue unchecked.

Revenue Without Responsibility

Governments collect heavy fees
during vehicle registration and earn
enormous revenue through toll plazas.

This creates a dual responsibility: if toll

ries

Formation of committees to assess
compensation

Personal recovery of compensation
from negligent officers and contractors

Disciplinary and criminal action, in-
cluding blacklisting

Mandatory repair of reported pot-
holes within 48 hours

Payment of compensation within 6-8
weeks, failing which 9% interest is appli-

roads are cable
damaged National Road | %8 These rul-
or acci- o Ings serve as
dents occur a strong le-
due to bro- , gal  warning
ken roads | el DONT DRINK against admin-
or stray an- » | istrative indif-
imals, toll = L ference.
operators R - Govern-
and con- 5 mrite Dr Mg ook : ment Re-
cerned au- sponsibili-

thorities must be held directly account-
able.

Traffic rules are framed to protect hu-
man life—not merely to generate rev-
enue. Helmets, seat belts, speed limits,
traffic signals, and prohibition of drunk
driving are safeguards for life itself. Treat-
ing them casually results in irreversible
loss.

Road Safety as a Fundamental
Right

The Supreme Court of India and vari-
ous High Courts have repeatedly clarified
through landmark judgments that safe
and well-maintained roads are an integral
part of the Right to Life under Article 21
of the Constitution of India. Life with
dignity is incomplete without safety.

Deaths caused by potholes, open man-
holes, stray animals, and administrative
negligence are not “accidents” but in-
stances of gross governmental failure.

Courts have issued strict direc-
tions, including:

Compensation of 6 lakh in case of
death and 50,000 to ¥2.5 lakh for inju-

ties

The primary duty of the government
includes:

Timely repair and maintenance of
roads

Removal of potholes, hazards, and un-
finished construction

Proper signage, zebra crossings, speed
breakers, and street lighting

Special safety measures near schools,
hospitals, and crowded areas

Bad roads are not mere inconvenienc-
es—they are causes of death. Failure to
act despite prior knowledge amounts to
constitutional violation.

Citizens Are Not Silent Specta-

tors

In a democracy, citizens are not mute
observers. If roads are unsafe, citizens
must:

Submit written complaints to con-
cerned departments

Inform local administration, munici-
pal bodies, or panchayats

Use RTT applications and Public Inter-
est Litigations (PILs)

Dr Sandeep Ghand Advocate
:Llfe Coach - Mansa98151 39576

Raise awareness
through media and
civil platforms

Silence, in
be-
comes complicity.
Judiciary’s
Role

India’s judiciary has played a proac-

many cases,

tive role by taking suo motu cognizance
of unsafe roads, reckless driving, and
administrative negligence. Courts have
clearly stated that road accident deaths
cannot be termed “natural deaths” when
caused by infrastructural failure.

“Engineering fault” is no excuse to es-
cape legal accountability.

Beyond Rituals: Toward a Safety Cul-
ture

Road Safety Week must not remain
confined to banners, slogans, and semi-
nars. It should encourage introspection
on civic behavior, administrative ac-
countability, and legal awareness. Road
safety is not the responsibility of one de-

partment alone.

must follow rules

Governments must provide safe infra-
structure

Courts must intervene where negli-
gence persists

Only through this collective effort can
lives be saved.

Global Commitment

Under the United Nations Decade of
Action for Road Safety (2021-2030), a
target has been set to reduce road acci-
dent deaths by 50%. Without genuine
participation from governments, institu-
tions, and citizens, this goal will remain
unattainable.

Conclusion

Road safety is not charity, not a cam-
paign, and not a formality—it is a con-
stitutional obligation. If we truly wish to
save lives, we must move beyond road
safety weeks toward building a road safe-
ty culture.
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