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As society has progressed, with glo-
balization, the entire world is coming to-
gether on a common platform, due to
which a large number of students, pro-
fessionals, industrialists from abroad are
coming to India. There is no doubt that
Indian culture and heritage is a rich her-
itage, due to which a large number of for-
eigners desire to see the culture and reli-
gious heritage of India. Therefore, those
people want such a foreign policy that
allows them to come easily and without
much paperwork. But no country can
compromise with the security of its coun-
try, therefore, there is a need for such an
immigration law that ensures the security
of the country and tourists from abroad
do not feel any kind of trouble.

Similarly, the citizens of our coun-
try also want to go abroad to see the his-
torical places of other countries and to
obtain higher education. Due to which
our Ministry of External Affairs estab-
lishes friendly relations with the govern-
ments of that country. Cultural exchange
is done. During the independence of
the country and even after the indepen-
dence of the country, laws regarding im-
migration policy were made, but as India
emerged as an emerging global power,
the government has come up with chang-
es in the immigration law or a new legal
framework. But the question is whether
this law was really necessary, or were the
already existing laws sufficient?

Law on the test of human rights

The primary purpose of law in any
democratic country is to protect security
as well as justice and human dignity. But
when rules applicable to foreign nationals
are made without full transparency, right
of appeal or clear procedures, they can
open the door to arbitrariness and abuse.

In many cases, foreign students, re-
searchers or professionals face harass-
ment in the form of sudden visa cancel-
lation, deportation or surveillance. This
situation not only affects individual lives
but can also impact India’s international
standing.

Strictness in the name of securi-
ty—how justified?

It is true that every country has the
full right to protect its security, inter-
nal law and order and national interests.
In the face of terrorism, illegal activities,
drug trafficking and financial crimes,
stricter immigration policy sometimes
becomes necessary.

Academic and economic impact

Indian universities and research insti-
tutes gain international recognition with
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the influx of foreign students and schol-
ars. If immigration policies are unneces-
sarily strict, foreign students may prefer
other countries over India. This has a di-
rect impact on education, tourism, start-
ups and industrial development. Invest-
ment and innovation cannot thrive in an
environment where there is fear and un-
certainty.

What benefits can India get?

The biggest argument in favor of the
new immigration law is national security.
The threats of illegal immigration, forged
documents, international crime, cyber-
crime and terrorist activities are facing
every country today. The government
says that with an updated and strict le-
gal system - monitoring of illegally stay-
ing foreign nationals will improve, the
visa system will
become more
transparent, se-
curity agencies
will get more
legal  powers,
human trafhck-
ing and crim-
inal networks
will be stopped.

Seen in this way, this law can be bene-
ficial for India’s internal security.

But the question is, is it right to view
every foreign citizen with suspicion? Can
human rights be ignored in the name of
security? When the rule of law is solely in
the hands of the administration and the
individual does not have a chance for a
hearing or justice, then that law conflicts
with democratic principles.

India has emerged as an important
global hub for students, professionals, en-
trepreneurs and foreign nationals in the
last few decades. Opportunities for high-
er education, employment, trade and
cultural exchange make India an attrac-
tive destination internationally. But with
this growing trend, serious questions are
also being raised about the country’s im-
migration policy and legal framework.
The new immigration laws pose a major
problem—do these laws strengthen the
country’s security or limit human rights?

The need for balance in immigration
rules

The solution to the problem is neither
over-leniency nor over-strictness. What
is needed is a balanced immigration law
that—

 Ensure national security

o Follow the principles of human
rights and natural justice.

o Provide transparent proceedings and

Immigration Act 2025: Need and Im-
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the right to appeal

o Promote academic, cultural and eco-
nomic exchanges

India is a democratic country whose
strength lies in its constitutional wval-
ues. Immigration laws can be a weapon
of security, but when we demand special
rights and privileges from other coun-
tries for our citizens, we too will have to
provide such privileges to the citizens of
foreign countries. But if the same law be-
comes a tool to eliminate rights, it harms
the soul of democracy. What is needed
today is a thoughtfully formulated poli-
cy—where both security and human dig-
nity can go hand in hand.

Political parties’ views on new immi-
gration law: Security vs. Constitution

The Indian government’s attempt to
tighten immi-
gration laws has
sparked a huge
debate not only
on the legal but
also on the po-
litical stage.
While the gov-
ernment 1S see-
ing it as a mat-
ter of national
security, opposition parties are consider-
ing it a threat to constitutional rights and
democracy.

The ruling parties are clear that there
can be no compromise on the country’s
security. Illegal infiltration and criminal
networks are a threat to national security
- the old laws were not capable of fighting
the current challenges. They present this
as a sign of a “strong state”.

While the opposition party says that
the problem is not the lack of law, but
the failure to implement it. According
to them, the government is being giv-
en excessive powers. The rights of appeal
and hearing are being weakened - this
law may drive away foreign students and
businessmen.

The focus of the political debate is not
whether immigration law is needed or
not, but rather with what intention and
with what balance. If the law becomes a
mere symbol of strictness, it can be det-
rimental to both democracy and foreign
relations. But if it is transparent, fair and
linked to human rights, it can also prove
beneficial for India.

Wasn't the old law enough?

The answer to this question is not
one-sided. India already has laws like the
Natives Act, the Refugee Act and the Im-
migration Rules. Many of the laws were
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quite adequate
for the entry, resi-
dence and depor-
tation of foreign
nationals. But the
real problem has
not been the lack
of laws, but the

weakness of imple-

mentation. Due to bureaucratic delays,
lack of coordination and lack of digital
records, the old laws could not be fully ef-
fective. Therefore, critics believe that it
was more appropriate to amend the old
laws and strengthen their implementa-
tion instead of making new laws.

What will be the impact on for-

eign relations?

Immigration policy is not just an in-
ternal matter; it is directly related to for-
eign policy. If foreign students, journal-
ists, scientists, or researchers are harassed
without clear reason, then—

 Diplomatic tensions may arise with
related countries.

oIndia’s democratic reputation at the
international level may be affected

o Education, tourism and investment
may be negatively impacted.

India talks about becoming a “World
Guru’, but to become a World Guru,
openness, trust and adherence to human
rights are essential.

From the governments perspective,
there are several reasons behind this:

1. Immigration laws are getting strict-
er around the world

2. The need for data and surveillance -
tracking everyone in the digital age

3. Political message — creating the ap-
pearance of a “strong government” with-
in the country

4. Internal Politics — Issues like securi-
ty and infiltration are often linked to vote
bank.

But while making laws, it is important
to remember that arbitrariness cannot be
justified in the name of security.

Result: Balance is needed.
India

laws—no doubt about it. But these laws

needs strong immigration
must be in line with constitutional val-
ues, natural justice, and international ob-
ligations. If the law is based solely on fear
and coercion, it could harm India’s long-
term national and foreign interests. The
real need is not new laws, but sensible
policies, transparent procedures, and pro-
tection of human dignity—so that India

is both safe and respected in the world.
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